


While rivers around the world are under continued threat from dams and 
development, a growing grassroots crusade is rising up in response. From 
Bosnia to Bolivia, Uganda to North Carolina, activists are raising their voices in 
defense of the voiceless and fighting for the rivers that run through us all. We 
salute these river warriors for their dedication and sacrifice in defending our 
most important places.

WE’RE ALL WATER

It’s not a moment, it’s a movement.

Join the movement at nrs.com/protect

Clockwise: Ruth Alipaz Cuqui, founding 
leader of women’s training at the 
Chalalan Ecolodge and advocate for 
Bolivia’s free-flowing rivers; activists in 
support of free-flowing rivers; a Madidi 
National Park Guard learns swiftwater 
training to better monitor illegal activities 
on the Tuichi River; Rok Rozman, founder 
of the Balkan River Defence

https://www.nrs.com/
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Every fall, despite the excitement and anticipation that accompanies loading up 
for the trip to Nuremberg, Germany for the annual PaddleExpo, there is a small 
part of us that asks, “Why do we do this?” And yet, before we first walk in the halls 
or finish unpacking, we remember why. Because this is our industry, this is our 
passion, these are our people. 

The internet has made it easier than ever for manufacturers to have a global client 
base, with dealers and consumers spread across the globe. It has also made it ea-
sier to for companies to share what they are up to, from projects and partnerships 
to unveiling new products. It makes it easy to assume that as a result, publications 
like this one you are holding in your hand are redundant. 

We beg to differ. Whether you are surfing our website, PaddlerGuide.com, or 
flipping through our pages, our goal in producing this annual Paddler’s Guide is 
two-fold: First, to provide you (free of charge, as always) with the information 
you need to find the product that is best for you. Second, to inform, inspire, and 
encourage others to take part in trends sweeping the industry- from producing 
quality products that last and reducing our reliance on single-use plastics to the 
rising popularity of sup foiling. We also hope to remind our readers that we as an 
industry are stronger and better together. When we come together to share ideas, 
there may be no limits to what we can achieve. 

There remains no substitute for the connective energy that accompanies spen-
ding time together, no image or video that can replace the feel of a product in 
your hand. However, as the numbers of brick and mortar shops decline and virtual 

storefronts thrive, it becomes increasingly difficult for manufacturers to interact 
directly with those who use their products. The internet can be a minefield of 
information that overwhelms and distracts from where we would all rather be: 
on the water. As a result, publications like ours become infinitely more important. 
More, we would argue there may be no better place to build the paddlesports 
community than PaddleExpo. 

Despite the differences in our disciplines, despite the myriad reasons we paddle, 
the interactions that take place over these four days remind us we share so-
mething special: we love to get outside AND PADDLE. This simple relatability pro-
vides more than the excitement of seeing old friends and new products. It allows 
for a sense of belonging. 

Why do we go to PaddleExpo each year? Why do we bother to put together this 
guide, or organize the Product of the Year Awards? We do it not because we have 
to but because we want to. Because it feels like coming home. However, both 
the halls of PaddleExpo and the pages of this guide would be empty without all 
of you. We want to extend a moment of gratitude and appreciation for all those 
who contribute to making this industry what it is. We raise our paddles and salute 
you- our readers, paddle partners, and friends. Here’s to many more days on the 
water together. 

Happy Paddling. 

The Team at Kayak Session.

The 2020 Paddler’s Guide is a special edition of Kayak Session Magazine (0720K83428 - ISSN 1638-0177) edited by Kayak Session Publishing. Publisher: Philippe Doux - Buyers Guide Editor: Anna Bruno - 
Assistant to the editor: Jean Cultaras - Art Director: Derek Holzer - Contributing Photographers: Peter Lindtner, Ian Finch, Sonnie Honscheid, Starboard / Abraham, Jackson Adventure, Will Richardson, JK Media 
House -  Advertising & Editorial office: 1 rue des rivières 69009 Lyon, France. +33 (0)472 198 745 - Info@kayaksession.com (Free supplement to Kayak Session #73 - cannot be sold seperately)

Warning: The activities shown in Kayak Session carry a risk of personal injury or death. Whitewater kayaking, and others outdoor activities are inherently dangerous. The owners, management, and staff of Kayak 
Session recommend you do not participate in these activities without first seeking qualified instruction and/or guidance, understanding the risks involved, and personally assuming all responsibility for those 
risks. Disclaimer: Opinions expressed in this magazine are not necessarily those of the Editor or Publishers. References to waters do not necessarily imply that access or passage is legally permitted or that they 
are safe in all conditions. The editor and/or publishers cannot be held responsible for any omissions of references to hazards from notes on these waters. They do not necessarily support advertising claims nor 
do they hold themselves responsible for inadequacies in items of equipment reviewed here.

EDITO
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The Ultimate Teaching Platform. 
Introducing the Zen 3.0.

Everything you've always loved about the Zen, made even better!  

Whether you're just learning to stay upright, running a beautiful river 

with your friends, or looking for your next creek boat, the Zen 3.0 will 

give you the confidence to enjoy your adventure.  

Due to an increased rocker profile, the Zen 3.0 stays on top of the 

water like never before.  It's a dry, confidence-inspiring bow with plenty 

of volume to help keep you in control in crashing waves or steeper 

rapids.  Increased rocker and slightly shorter length also makes it easy 

to turn and keep online, even when skipping out across backwash or 

dealing with cross-currents.

This hull is a great combination of zippy, fast, surfing fun with more 

stability and forgiveness than ever you've ever imagined.  This boat will 

keep you upright like no other, but is still easy to carve around and put 

it on edge when you want to.  The Zen 3.0 is also higher floating, with 

increased leg room.  

From the mellowest floats, to the hardest whitewater on earth, the Zen 

3.0 is going to be your new favorite river creek boat! Visit your local 

dealer or finance and buy dealer direct from our website.

www.JacksonAdventures.com

https://www.jacksonadventures.com/
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PADDLESPORTS PRODUCT 
OF THE YEAR AWARDS

speCial jury prize

PEAK UK 1 ECO

Peak UK is changing the game and challenging others 
to join them in removing single-use plastics from 
their packaging, re-vamping the office, setting up and 
supporting local eco-initiatives, and utilizing yarn made 
from recycled plastics.
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stand up paddling

whitewater

JP AUSTRALIA 1 SUP FOIL SLATE 2020

PYRAHNA 1 9RII

The Foil Slate is stable, fast, and reactive, designed to 
excel SUP surfing, SUP foiling, wingsurfing, wingfoiling, 
windsurfing, and windfoiling. The bottom shape features 
a V entry that flows into a deep single concave ending 
with a subtle V right at the center fin position for smooth 
lift and an easy rail-to-rail transfer. 

The 9R II builds on the legacy of its predecessor, with 
a shape that gives beginners confidence, keeping them 
high and dry, and speed and maneuverability to inspire 
the best of the best.  
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PADDLESPORTS PRODUCT 
OF THE YEAR AWARDS

sea kayaking

aCCessOries

P&H 1 VALKYRIE

KOKOPELLI PACKCRAFT 1 FEATHER PUMP

A Pyranha’s durable polyethylene layup combines with 
SurfSki and FSK elements to form a unique and versatile 
sea kayak designed for speed.

Small, feather-light, and fast. This rechargeable lithium-
ion pump inflates and deflates a packraft- or your air 
mattress- in 60 seconds flat. It weighs a mere 6 oz, has 
a 60-minute battery life (or 50 full inflations/deflations), 
and works with any micro USB charger. 
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paddles

reCreatiOnal

WERNER PADDLES 1 STRIKE

GUMOTEX 1 RUSH

A smaller blade, but the same power and a dependable 
catch with Werner’s bomber reliability and impact-
resistant fiberglass layup. The increased blade to shaft 
offset allows for more verticality through the power 
phase, while the break-apart system makes sure this is 
one paddle you will never leave behind.

Gumotex further developed their dropstitch technology 
capabilities in this fast, versatile, and stable boat with 
a hydro-dynamic bow and a keel. The easily repairable, 
durable, eco-friendly material, and small pack-size lets 
you brag about the Rush even when off the water. 
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PADDLESPORTS PRODUCT 
OF THE YEAR AWARDS

inflatable

kayak fishing

NRS 1 VIPER

HOBIE 1 MIRAGE PRO ANGLER 12 WITH 360 TECH

The new Viper XL adds an extra 12″ of length to the 
original STAR Viper to give taller paddlers more room. 
Inflatable displacement chambers, a high-pressure floor, 
extra rocker, and performance thigh straps provide an 
exciting and confidence-inspiring whitewater experience.

Hobie’s 2020 Pro Angler 14 features its innovative 
MirageDrive 360 with Kick-Up Fins that automatically 
retract on impact. The Mirage Drive 360 features a 
360° rotating pedal drive for infinite maneuverability 
options. Add in a wide, feature-rich standing platform, 
and there is nowhere you can’t go. 
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apparel and equipment

CanOe

PALM EQUIPMENT 1 NEVIS PFD

GATZ KANUS 1 YOHO 2 HOLZRAND

The new Nevis PFD from Palm features quality you 
trust, with new innovations in fit and safety. The Delta 
Fit System has two wings that wrap your ribs, reducing 
pressure on your abdomen, helping you breathe and 
increasing mobility; The world’s first one-pull Piggyback 
adjustable quick release chest harness means that 
releasing your harness won't compromise the fit of your 
PFD.

Gatz Kanus designs boats to last a lifetime. The Yoho 
2 Holzrand, a sexy and versatile canoe that can be 
easily paddled solo or tandem, on whitewater or flats, is 
manufactured from composites and locally grown wood, 
milled and built in Cologne, Germany.  
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INTERVIEW
TIMES THEY ARE A-CHANGIN’
JAMES MCBEATH ON JACKSON ADVENTURES

PADDLEexpo 
Industry Magazine

Two Time World Champion (Musky Fly Fishing and Offshore Kayak Fishing) James McBeath has been the head of 
marketing for Jackson Kayak, Orion Coolers, and most recently, Blue Sky Boat works for the past 10 years. This 
November, a new brand group called Jackson Adventure, was launched. We talked to James about the recent changes 
at Jackson Kayak, including the new name and new strategies, as well as their new distribution system, which could 
influence the Paddlesports industry for the many years to come!

© Will Richardson, JK Media House
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Paddlers Guide Magazine: James, there have been quite a few changes 
recently with Jackson Kayaks, the name to begin with… What is behind 
the launch of Jackson Adventure?
James McBeath: Jackson has soared to new heights and is no longer manufacturing 
just kayaks. We are now producing, as you mention above, coolers, kennels, and boats. 
While the core and our hearts will always remain in paddlesports, our audience has 
reached other niches throughout the outdoors, and we needed to embrace them too. 
Finding their place on our website and in our social media actions, etc., has been 
difficult. We decided it was time to create a kind of “mothership” to host all our new-
found enthusiasts and to encourage integration between all the communities we serve.

Paddlers Guide Magazine: What is the benefit of such a change?
James McBeath: The biggest is the reduction of websites and marketing projects to 
be managed. We have a marketing group that has been spread thin over the last 4-5 
years, and having only one website and only one series of promotional actions has 
helped significantly. We have been able to focus on what we do best vs. struggle 
to deliver messaging, etc. on many fronts. We also see whitewater enthusiasts, for 
example, getting to know our other niche brands. Everyone needs coolers- just as 
we feel everyone needs to try whitewater kayaking or kayak fishing. Folks can now 
see our true breadth of product line rather than glimpses of what we offer in their 
particular arena. 

Paddlers Guide Magazine: Beyond the name change, the most significant 
evolution is that JK is now ''going direct'', something companies in the 
Paddlesports business and beyond have been considering for a few years 
now. What made you take the leap? 
James McBeath: Honestly, the biggest reasons are two-fold: First, we have long had the 
highest traffic of any paddlesport oriented website out there. We have a huge capacity 
to capture the imagination of our enthusiast markets and can get our dealers full benefit 
of that traffic. The second is that we found a way to benefit our loyal dealers. This has 
always been the kicker in regards to going online direct for a manufacturer, and we 
found an exciting new formula to make it work for all of us.

Paddlers Guide Magazine: One of the risks (theoretically), is damaging a 
dealer network on which you based your sales for many years. Can you 
explain how this new system strengthens the dealer’s position?
James McBeath: We found a way to tier rewards to our dealers so that they achieve the 
very same margin they had before, with additional margins they didn't have previously. 
We have created situations in the buying cycle that have never existed and have added 
many plusses to what they make off of sales of Jackson products. I'm not going to get 
into any more detail, but suffice to say this program strengthens the dealer’s financial 
situation by taking full advantage of this new online direct sales world we live in and 
the traffic we generate to our product pages.

"Everyone needs coolers- just as we 
feel everyone needs to try whitewater 
kayaking or kayak fishing." 

Paddlers Guide Magazine: Do you see this as the model everyone will 
adopt sooner or later?
James McBeath: Not really to the full extent we have it. One, you need web traffic. 
Amazon has the traffic, but you cannot create this program around Amazon. Our web 
traffic is huge and has been that way for years. I do not see marketing programs 
getting to where we are any time soon. Second, I see a mix of big-box dealers and 
specialty dealers in most other manufacturer's mix. Big-box will not go for the model 
we are playing with.

Paddlers Guide Magazine: Would that be the same for Europe and the 
rest of the world, or is the focus only on North America at this stage?
James McBeath: North America for now, but we have plans…Unfortunately, tariff 
situations in Europe make this difficult at the moment. Again, we have plans.

Paddlers Guide Magazine: Eric Jackson, the company founder, recently 
stepped away from his role as president, which surprised many. How do 
you see this impacting what has long been known to be a paddler-owned 
and driven company? 
James McBeath: This didn’t come as a surprise, and EJ’s still in the mix. You aren’t 
gonna get him out of a whitewater boat any time soon! Emily, Dane, Nick, Stephen, 
and Clay are the head of Jackson’s whitewater program now, and we have incredible 
team leadership in fishing with Jameson, Drew, Matt Ball, Aaron, and myself. We will 
see changes with them in stronger positions as team leaders. With their increased 
involvement in product and community, the organization will only get stronger. 2020 
will see this incredible gang take huge strides within the community with new outreach 
programming and more. You will see incredible new efforts in boat design as well! The 
heart of Jackson beats strong.

Paddler’s Guide Magazine: How has Jackson’s management changed with 
all these announcements?
James McBeath: This past two months, we've seen a new team come in as interim 
executives to help us through our growth processing.  After 12 years of steady growth, 
we are auditing our work process, management structure, and more. We haven't ever 
done this type of exercise, and with all the growth we’ve had, it’s important. The 
end result has been decisions that will improve our bottom line, strengthen all our 
processes, and reestablish key roles within the company. Under all this growth in 
Jackson, you will see the same core community leadership and incredible products, 
backboned with a strong manufacturing and financial infrastructure. The owners of 
Jackson have always been and will continue to be supportive of all these initiatives.
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PADDLEexpo 
Industry Magazine

Walking the corridors of "SUP Village" of PaddleExpo2019 was akin to being on 
the streets of a burgeoning city or walking the halls of a modern art museum. The 
reason for the sensory overload? Increasingly, instead of working exclusively with 
in-house graphic designers, SUP companies are choosing to partner with emerging 
or established artists to create limited-edition models and eye-catching designs. This 
choice is two-fold, one to set themselves apart in what has become a confusingly 
homogenous market, and two, to create a product that is aesthetically pleasing and 
capable of forming a strong connection with its user. 

In the highly saturated, entry-level inflatable cruiser market especially, it has become 
difficult for the average consumer to distinguish the best board for them. Similar to 
picking a bottle of wine by its label, while many consider the essential factors, like 
material, size, and shape, consumers are routinely drawn to the board that is the most 
aesthetically pleasing, one that speaks to them or  ''brings them joy.'' 

We are more likely to associate positive attributes to things we find attractive. 
Don Norman has written extensively about this phenomenon, which he calls the 
attractiveness bias, in his book Emotional Design: Why We Love (or Hate) Everyday 
Things. “Beyond the design of an object, there is a personal component as well, one that 
no designer or manufacturer can provide,” argues Norman. “We take pride in them,” 
he continues, “...because of the meanings they bring to our lives... A favorite object 
is a symbol, setting up a positive frame of mind, a reminder of pleasant memories, or 
sometimes an expression of one's self.”

“What separates great products from good ones?" asks the Interactive Design 
Foundation in their course Emotional Design- How to Make Products People Love. The 
distinction, they argue, lies in how a product makes users feel. As more companies 
choose to focus on the aesthetic in increasingly creative ways, the importance of this 
distinction becomes evident.  

Starboard SUP’s Tikihine series boards feature artwork designed by their team rider 
and World Champion paddle boarder Sonni Hönscheid. Three different Tikihine “art you 
can ride” designs are options for many of Starboard’s entry-level board range, from their 
iGo all-around cruiser to the 11’2  Wave. Hönscheid’s paintings share her interpretations 
of the places she has visited but leave space for the viewer’s interpretations. “My 
paintings often tell a story,” says Hönscheid. “But the viewer… always discovers new 
context in the flowing lines.”

A FLOATING 
CANVAS
HOW SUP IS BRINGING ART TO A NEW AUDIENCE 
AND PERSONALIZING PADDLESPORTS 

AS SUP companies seek to distinguish themselves and build a unique 
brand identity, partnering with artists is an increasingly popular choice. 
But there is more to this decision than meets the eye. 

Exclusivity also contributes to the feeling of owning something special. Swiss-based 
Indiana Paddle and Surf Company, whose boards are known for their monochromatic 
tiki patterns, offer colorful LE models each year. Their Inflatable Limited Edition offers 
a broader range of choices, but only for a lucky few. “We produce no more than 20 
pieces of each model," states their 2020 catalog, furthering the incentive for those 
who want to stand out from the pack.  

Design, from color palates to shapes and lines, can also help to establish a brand 
identity. JBAY.ZONE has chosen to highlight that they are “Made in Italy” by partnering 
with Italian Doodle Artist FRA! Design. For JBAY.ZONE, FRA! Design’s expressive ability 
catches the eye with an easily recognizable style. His illustrations tell the story of a 
day out on the SUP, a story about sport, relaxation, and freedom; It is the story of the 
J.BAY.ZONE brand.  

The Barcelona-based Anomy SUP has built its brand around aesthetics and the desire to 
stand out by partnering with artists around the world. While many of their boards share 
the same basic specs in terms of dimensions or materials, each model offers artists a 
creative platform and buyers something that is fun to paddle. Their boards are fun to 
look at, but more importantly, they speak to the need of individuals and brands alike 
to find ways to set themselves apart. “Anyone of us is like no other, different, unique," 
Anomy argues. "Our style, what we wear, what we drive, what we ride, is part of our 
expression of ourselves." Why sacrifice this when we SUP?  
 
It is undeniable that the stronger an emotional attachment we form with a product, 
the more we identify with it, the more likely we are not only to purchase it but to enjoy 
using it. Art, it would seem, is as good a way as any to help differentiate one product 
from another when it comes to catching, and keeping not just our eyes, but our hearts.

© Sonnie Honscheid
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The “Pro” paddlesports athlete or local 
coach has always served as an influencer 
or brand ambassador. While sponsorship 
can be a game of tit for tat, if you will, 
where companies provide products for a 
free or discounted rate in exchange for 
representation and exposure, on the whole, 
paddlesports has maintained a healthy 
balance, choosing to work with credible 
athletes who benefit their sport. Yet, as 
companies’ use of social media for exposure 
increases, where is the pro paddler most 
valuable? 

When it comes to sponsorship, companies have a long list of demands and qualifying 
characteristics that may surprise the aspiring professional. Those chosen are key 
players in their sport, contributing in ways beyond promoting a product or generating 
numbers and “likes.” Instead of a straight-up exchange of product/discount for 
sharing or tagging, companies ask for deliverables ranging from content creation and 
involvement in product development to clinics and event attendance. “People think that 
their following and likes are the basis as to whether or not they are qualified to be a 
sponsored athlete when it takes so much more. For starters, your Instagram page does 
not really tell me who you are, what your moral values are, or the way you interact with 
our consumers,” explains Jackson Adventures Team Manager Emily Jackson. 

What are companies looking for? In short, authenticity and legitimacy: Someone who 
will represent the brand and help them not just reach, but build, the paddlesports 
community. “Though we increasingly use social media to promote the brand,” explains 
Palm Equipment Marketing Assistant Janice Lo, “We still primarily seek athlete paddling 
credibility as the number one reason to partner with anyone.” For Palm, the ideal 
ambassador helps sell a story and create something people aspire to. And yes, Lo, 
admits, this can benefit sales if people want what ambassadors are wearing. 

Partnering with individuals who extol the virtues of your product on their social media 
outlets is an undeniably practical approach to target a broad audience. Because the 
majority of social media users are between 16 and 34 (statistia.com), one benefit is 
that social media allows access to a demographic traditionally difficult for marketers to 
reach. Here-in lies a more subtle advantage of social media; Not the ability to promote 
specific individuals, brands, or products, but helping the industry and the lifestyle as a 
whole gain traction with a new generation. However, while many current and potential 

“WILL WORK FOR GEAR”  
THE ROLE OF THE PRO PADDLER IN THE AGE OF SOCIAL MEDIA

In 2020, many industries are set 
to increase spending on social 
media through targeted ads and 
an influencer-style approach. As 
paddlesports attempts to compete, 
it begs the question, “What is 
the role of the pro paddler? Is it 
changing before our eyes?”

paddlesport lovers fall in this age bracket, “You still have to look at other avenues to 
present your brand’s story and products,” reminds NRS. 

Regardless of the avenue used, companies must produce quality products and remain 
authentic to the brand and the culture they represent. “Our 'influencers’ are well-
rounded, well-respected paddlers on and off social media,'' explains NRS. Their goal is to 
earn the trust of the end-user, so when a consumer opts for NRS gear, it’s because “they 
believe in the message an athlete has shared about a product, not because they have 
been bombarded with '12 posts per month'.” Because it is easy to research products 
online, simply trying to gain customers from a social campaign is challenging. People 
need a stronger reason to make a purchase- whether it is price or a personal connection 
with the brand or pros who represent it. 

Though social media features like comments and stories allow brands to be much more 
personable and accessible, there is no real substitute for the personal interaction and 
community built through paddle-fests and events and time on the water. And, while 
social media has enabled companies to reach a much larger audience, “it has also 
placed much more pressure on brands and pro paddlers to create better media in 
higher quantities,” argues Palm’s Lo. With the abundance of images of people exploring 
beautiful places on social media feeds, she points out, what used to stand out feels 
common-place; you now need something extraordinary to hold consumer attention. 

The reality is the pro paddler has long been more than an influencer. Though social 
media is one tool allowing brands to reach beyond the existing paddlesports community, 
the real role and influence of the pro paddler remain most valuable where it always 
has been: on the water.
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Visit SUP athlete Cal Major’s Paddle Against Plastic website, and you 
will find horrifying facts about the impacts of single-use plastic on the 
environment. For example, did you know that an estimated eight million 
metric tons of plastic trash ends up in our oceans every year? Worse, 
80% of marine litter originates from land-based sources, meaning that to 
make it to the sea, it traveled via our waterways, our rivers, lakes, canals, 
and streams.
Major, who organizes Paddle Against Plastic SUP expeditions as well as 
ocean clean-ups, is not alone in her passion for generating awareness of 
the impacts of single-use plastics and inspiring others to make a change, 

PADDLESPORTS AGAINST PLASTIC 
PADDLESPORTS TAKES A STAND AGAINST 
PLASTIC, AVOIDING, COLLECTING, AND RE-
PURPOSING IT TOWARDS A BETTER FUTURE.

PADDLEexpo 
Industry Magazine

Plastic pollution has become ubiquitous, impacting all who 
partake in paddlesports. Now, all of paddlesports is working 
to make a difference, from consumer to manufacturer, 
production to playtime. 

waterways. In addition, like global powerhouse brand adidas, Starboard has chosen 
to partner with PARLEY, a company focused on reducing and preventing ocean plastic 
pollution. “To create change,” Parley’s website proclaims, “We can stop producing more 
plastic right away and use up-cycled marine plastic waste instead. Everyone has a role 
to play.” Their three-part strategy includes avoid plastic wherever possible, intercept 
plastic waste, and redesign the material itself. 
For 2020, in addition to their work organizing river clean-ups and minimizing their 
environmental impact in the production process, all of Peak's new whitewater and 
touring jackets and legwear will be made from new fabric containing yarn made from 
recycled plastic. Their redesigned packaging uses recycled cardboard tags and a piece 
of twine rather than individually wrapping items in single-use plastic film. When founder 
and owner Pete Astles collected the 2019 Paddler's Awards Special Jury Prize for 
Peak’s “Eco Initiative,” he commended others for their efforts in actively protecting 
the waterways that drive and inspire our sports. Peak also issued a subtle challenge, 
asking the room, "Will you join us in making this a priority?"
 “People protect what they love," argued legendary ocean-explorer Jacques Cousteau. 
While true, sometimes we need a kick-start in the right direction. With companies 
supporting environmental initiatives like beach and river cleans and education sessions, 
plus finding new, environmentally-conscious ways to build and ship quality products 
that last, we as an industry are building a community committed to protecting and 
preserving the areas we love. 
The belief that manufacturers can and should educate and influence consumers in 
making good choices is infectious. However, we as an industry still have significant 
room for improvement. And, the ultimate power may remain with the consumer. 
When buying new, yes, it is better to support companies and products that have been 
sustainably manufactured, regardless of price. However, perhaps what is ultimately 
best for everyone-the planet included- is investing in quality over quantity. Slowing 
down and producing less, but committing to gear that lasts. 

© Ian Finch

however small. While local initiatives and individuals have been calling for and driving 
environmental-awareness and change as long as there has been paddling, more 
paddlesport brands are contributing than ever before, from altering manufacturing 
processes and materials to partnering with other initiatives. 
Aligning the interests of consumers and manufacturers in favor of supporting healthier 
waterways is a powerful catalyst for change. While kayak manufacturers have used 
cost-effective methods of recycling waste polyethylene for years, recently, more 
companies are choosing to promote the environmental benefits of this choice. Why? 
It is what the market wants to see. Consider, for example, the inspiration created by 
Palm/Islander Kayaks’ Odyssey kayak, which is made using recycled-marine waste 
and debuted at PaddleExpo 2018. 
In addition to environmentally friendly decisions in the manufacturing process - using 
recycled materials, responsibly managing waste, etc., companies are partnering 
with and supporting existing organizations or advocates. Tahe Outdoors is currently 
working in partnership with the Let’s Do It World organization who organizes the 
World Cleanup Day each year. They will be launching a non-profit kayak rental service 
in the Baltic Sea region where rentals are free for paddlers who collect trash. The 
German-based Lettmann supports The Clean Rivers project, while this October, The 
UK-based Dewerstone, whose versatile Lifeshorts 2.0 are made using recycled bottles, 
joined the organization 1% For The Planet, committing 1% of all their sales to support 
environmental non-profits, such as Save Our Rivers. "We need to continue to make good 
choices in what we do and use our influence to educate and aid others in making good 
choices, too," explains Dewerstone founder Rory Atton. 
1% for the planet was begun by Patagonia founder Yvon Chouinard and Craig Mathews, 
founder of Blue Ribbon Flies, in 2002. Their belief that because companies profit from 
the resources they take from the earth, they should protect those resources, helps 
connect us back to why many of us chose paddlesports in the first place. 
Starboard SUP supports many of their athletes in their campaigns for healthier 
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Paddlesport companies are currently striving to find ways to reduce their environmental 
impact, from improving manufacturing processes and reducing plastic to partnering 
with organizations focused on creating cleaner waterways. As beneficial as all this is, 
perhaps we are overlooking a subtler method of having a significant impact: producing 
products that last. 

No doubt producing high-quality products that can last for years, or even a lifetime, 
offer significant value to the consumer. While quality comes at price consumers must 
be willing to pay, often what is good for the consumer is also good for the environment. 
Not having to frequently replace products reduces the need for packaging and shipping, 
not to mention the high environmental costs of production, from the extraction of 
natural resources through mining, harvesting, or land clearing, to carbon dioxide (CO2) 
emissions and environmentally-hazardous waste. But is producing quality products that 
last good for paddlesports? 

Producing quality products that last requires forethought and can be expensive. 
It means sourcing quality materials and looking thoroughly at design and the 
manufacturing process to identify and prevent potential flaws, as well as considering 
what the life-span of a product-even its end of life home- looks like. 

In environments where safety is paramount, it makes sense to make quality products 

BETTER FOR THE 
ENVIRONMENT, 
BETTER FOR YOU 
THE BENEFITS OF PRODUCTS BUILT TO LAST A LIFETIME

As industries search to find the most environmentally-friendly approach, 
what if the real environmentally-friendly process is producing and using 
quality products that actually last?

consumers can trust. In addition, long-lived, durable products can become iconic 
representations of who a brand is and what they stand for. But considering the 
demanding and dynamic river and ocean environments paddlesport products are used 
in, is it reasonable to expect products a lifetime? It depends on how you define a 
lifetime. 

To reduce waste and keep hard-to-recycle products out of landfills, companies need 
to be willing to repair and extend the life of their products. Consumers must also 
remember that just because something is no longer new doesn’t mean it isn’t functional, 
and that there is a difference between use and abuse. There is a saying that “a carbon 
boat never dies, it only becomes older and heavier,”  referencing the material’s 
seemingly endless ability to be repaired. Carbon is far from the only material with 
this property. In fact, the majority of materials used in paddlesports, including PVC, 
dropstitch, rubber, wood, and polyethylene are weldable or patchable. 

The US-based Aquabound claims sustainability as one of the tenets of their company 
philosophy. In addition to numerous sustainable and environmentally-friendly production 
methods, Aquabound estimates that customers who care for their product properly are 
likely to obtain excellent service from their paddles for 20 years or more. “When the 
unthinkable does occur, more often than not, our paddles can be repaired rather than 
discarded,” they state proudly. Kokatat is well-known for the in-house repairs they offer 
on their drysuits, and US powerhouse NRS is currently building a repair facility to help 
keep their products in service longer. They are also planning to launch a shopping site 
for used products this spring to give usable gear a second life. 

Quality has long-driven many of the smaller, family-owned companies that define the 
European paddlesport market, like Gatz Kanus and Lettmann. Both Gatz and Lettmann 
have many reasons for making quality products, from environmental impact to using 
them themselves. Arno Gatz’s goal when building his first canoe was the same as it 
is now: build a quality product that can last for decades. “It is not unusual that our 
customers or their kids still enjoy paddling their 30+-year-old canoes today,” says 
Arno’s son, Olaf. 

The German-based Lettmann, who develops, designs, and produces a wide variety 
of boats, paddles, and accessories in their factory, also offers repairs on laminated 
fiber composites and thermoplastics, including polyethylene, regardless of who initially 
made the product. Their website also sells used boats, including ones not designed or 
manufactured by Lettmann for an environmentally and cost-friendly purchase option. 
“A product which lasts holds its value-even if you sell it after 10 or 20 years. The other 
benefit is that production always has the biggest footprint for the planet,” reminds 
Jochen Lettmann.

For many, paddlesport requires a significant initial investment. From paddle to boat 
to soft goods, quality products that will not need replacing for many years benefit all 
of us. Loyal customers, quality products, and a lifetime of paddling memories are only 
improved by knowing we are contributing to the health of the environment we love. 
Best yet, if we make and repair products that last for a lifetime, companies must be 
innovative, creating new products and designs to inspire and motivate new purchases 
and keep customers coming back. 

By choosing to commit to quality, we can paddle smart, safe, and environmentally 
friendly, leaving, as Gatz Kanus asks, only the swirls and waves of our paddles behind.
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"The first time the board rose out of the water onto the 
foil, and I was surrounded by complete silence, I knew 
it was something special," wrote UK-based SUPboarder 
Magazine’s Rueben Ellis. Ellis is in good company 
when touting the appeal of SUP foiling, whether for a 
downwinder or surf session. This once-niche discipline is 
on the verge of becoming mainstream, as evidenced this 
year at Paddle Expo with more companies than showcasing 
a wider-range of foil-specific boards- and the foil to go 
with them. 

Though further integrated into the SUP race and surf 

FOILING INTO THE FUTURE 
FEELS LIKE FLYING AND FREEDOM: WHY THE INCREASING POPULARITY OF FOILING BENEFITS STAND UP PADDLING

PADDLEexpo 
Industry Magazine

Foiling is changing the SUP Game, opening 
up more days on the water, and, hopefully, 
attracting more people to the sport. 

brands, like Naish and F-One, are choosing not to partner with foil-specific companies 
like Neil Pryde or Go Foil, but produce their own signature foil models. In turn, the 
increase in foil-specific options allows athletes to shift to foiling as their primary focus 
rather than treat it as a a side-discipline. 

As more individuals fall in love with the freedom and opportunity foiling allows, this 
once niche discipline further enters the collective consciousness of the sport, becoming 
what some picture or aspire to when they think about SUP. Though foiling remains 
a discipline for initiates to approach with caution- those foil masts and wings are 
sharp- "It's hard to argue that it's not a great sport when you see guys and girls getting 
minute-long rides and doing big swooping turns on one-foot waves,” says SUP athlete 
Sky Solbach. When it comes to downwinders, “I don’t think there are many people out 
there who would say that gliding effortlessly across open ocean swells for miles at a 
time is not a fun thing to do,” he continues. 

As to the question, "Should the increasing popularity of foiling be seen as a threat 
to the current SUP market?", for SIC Global Brand Manager Anthony Scaturro, the 
answer is both yes and no. While foiling may be luring people "away from SUP," the 
excitement around the renaissance in paddlesports, especially with the new wing foils 
and convertible SUP/Windsurf foils, makes "the whole sector more exciting, [which] 
should draw in more participants as a whole." "To me," Scaturro says, "this is ultimately 
good for our sport.”

“There’s a lot of potential still to explore on the foil, and I look forward to it every day, 
reflects Solbach. 

Us too. 

© Starboard / Abraham

consciousness than ever before, foiling technology is far from novel. Josh Sampiero, 
writing for Red Bull, points out that the first hydrofoil boats existed as far back as 1906 
and that windsurfers experimented with foils as early as the 1960s. Surf aficionados 
will remember Laird Hamilton experimenting with boots and a foil board in the early 
2000s. The recent rise in popularity can be attributed in part to a 2016 video of Kai 
Lenny catching a double wave on his downwind race foil that went viral, blasting foiling 
into the spotlight. Now, three short years later, the internet (and oceans) abound with 
videos of pros and amateurs foiling it up.   

The intoxicating draw of the foil lies in its unprecedented speed and ability to turn what 
was formerly considered un-rideable into a veritable playground. Downwind, foils are 
allowing athletes to set and break records. The increasing interest in foiling downwind 
has even inspired races like the OluKai Ho’olaule’a, the Maui 2 Molokai, the Poi Bowl, 
and the Molokai 2 Oahu to add in foil-specific classes. 

For the surf-inclined, smaller swell days and the formerly-unappealing bumpy mush now 
offer near-limitless potential. “Not epic waves, but epic waves for foiling,” waterman 
James Casey captioned one of the countless posts of him SUPfoiling on Instagram. Foils 
open up more surf days as they work best slightly further out in front of the wave where 
a SUP would stall and loose speed. “(Foiling) is sort of terraforming the conditions to 
suit our needs,” says Kai Lenny. “It’s a means to ride in a high-performance way on 
small waves that don’t usually allow you to do high-performance things.” 

Helping SUP foiling gain traction and visibility is that manufacturers worldwide are 
shaping and producing a more extensive range of foil-specific boards. For 2020, Sic 
Maui has included a foil board line, and others, like JP Australia, have expanded their 
range of foil-specific and cross-over boards in shape and sizes. Additionally, some 
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PG Mag: What is S2S? How did you get your start? 
BS: I founded S2S about 10 years ago. It started as a small kayak school with a kayak 
camp in Corsica together with my brother Daniel. After a few years, we began selling 
equipment to our students, and slowly, the team grew. We expanded more and more, 
and five years ago established a “real” kayak and online shop that serves as our Kayak 
School base in Innsbruck, Austria. 

PG Mag: How does having both the school and shop complement each 
other? Would it be economically possible to have either one or the other, 
instead of both? Would you encourage others to find a similar balance?
BS: That's a good question! From a purely economic point of view, neither the profit of 
the kayak school nor the profit of the kayak shop justifies the efforts my team and I 
are making. But I still think we're on the right track because we do what we love to do. 
I would not recommend starting a shop to finance a kayak school or vice versa. The 
danger of getting bogged down and losing quality is very high because you lose focus 
on the main thing. We have already experienced this several times.

PG Mag: How did you choose where to locate your shop and establish 
your base? 
BS: Our kayak shop and kayak school base are located in the Tyrolian Alps, near lots of 
rivers and close to Natterer See Lake. It is a place where we feel comfortable, where 
we love to paddle, and where customers can try out products. The kayak school offers 
camps around the world and travels all year round. This year, we've already been to 
Corsica, Italy, Norway, Slovenia, Peru, and Switzerland, for example.  

PG Mag: How would you describe the German and Austrian market? 
BS: In Austria, there are relatively few kayakers. Therefore, the majority of our 
customers - for the kayak school and the shop - come from outside Austria. The 
whitewater kayak market is highly competitive because most of the business today 
takes place online. For many customers, it almost does not matter where they buy their 

INTERVIEW
BERNIE STEIDL
S2S: SUCCESS FROM SCHOOL TO SHOP IN THE AUSTRIAN ALPS

PADDLEexpo 
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Bernie Steidl, owner and founder of the S2S SOURCE TO SEA whitewater 
kayak school and shop in the Austrian Alps, is an active and successful 
player in the current European retail scene. We met with him to hear 
his recipe for success.

products. The main things for them are that they do not have to wait too long for their 
goods to be delivered and the price is right.

PG Mag: What portion of your business does your student base represent?
BS: I think about 30% of our clients shop with us. But the same people would probably 
by from us even if we did not have a kayak school. I have the feeling customers are 
currently shopping at a price-driven level because they already know which products 
they want to buy. 

PG Mag: What has been the most significant change since you started 
the business? 
BS: The biggest change and challenge is clearly the shift to online shopping. Today, pure 
shopfronts without an online business can only be kept alive when strategically located.

PG Mag: You also recently shifted away from carrying most brands to a 
select few. What motivated this change? 
BS: We have grown relatively fast in recent years and have intensified our cooperation 
with a few companies. The majority of our team is sponsored by companies within the 
industry and is actively involved in developing new products. Some companies our team 
works with include, for example, Sandiline, Waka Kayaks, EXO Kayaks, Spade Kayaks, 
etc. For us, the logical conclusion was that by primarily focusing on these brands, we 
can develop and grow together.

PG Mag: Have the taxes on US products impacted you at all? 
BS: Yes, for sure. The new import taxes on US products have meant that it is hardly 
possible to sell them at a reasonable price. For this reason, we have decided to take 
these products out of inventory or not to stock them anymore.

PG Mag: What is your leading segment- Creek, river play, freestyle? Why? 
BS: Creeking followed by river play. I would say this is because that's what the rivers 
in our region are famous for. And also because it's what we enjoy most ourselves. 

PG Mag: What percentage of your business currently takes place online? 
BS: Around 75% of sales take place online, but we also offer the ability to test every 
single product we carry.

PG Mag: Has the ease of finding the best price online reduced the desire 
for customers to come and see or test products? Why bother to offer 
this service?
BS: I think it's important for people to know that the team behind the business are “real” 
kayakers, and to offer the possibility to meet and discuss products with us personally. 
So yes, I think it's still vital to run a shop where customers can visit and try the goods 
and learn about the products.

PG Mag: What is your recipe for success?
BS: We at S2S are a motivated and young team of kayakers who love what they do. We 
try to convey this in our courses and pass this attitude on to our students. In the kayak 
shop, we rely on close cooperation with the manufacturers and offer our customers 
the best quality and best service we can.

PG Mag: What is your vision for the future of the evolution of the 
Paddlesports dealer? 
BS: I think we should all pay more attention to the quality of the goods we sell and less 
to quantity. Personally, I prefer to sell one, good, high-quality product with a reasonable 
profit instead of several products at a sale price.
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Performance paddles 
trusted by paddlers 
around the 
globe.

Tomasz Furmanek
@tfbergen

Bergen, Norway

aquabound.com

Now available in Green Tide. 
See your local retailer today.

https://aquabound.com/
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Where would a boat be with a paddle? Length, blade size, angle, and shape, winged or flat, alloy tips, carbon, plastic, or wood… the variables 
surrounding paddle choice are almost infinite, and we all go around in circles (sometimes literally) trying to work out what works best. From 
the high end, with advanced technology and lightweight construction, to the mid-range and entry level, paddles are shaped and manufactured 
in a variety of shapes, angles, styles sizes to propel us to where we need to go. Common materials at the high end include carbon, wood, and 
fiberglass, down to heavier plastics and aluminum at the entry level. The paddle should feel like an extension of your body, connecting you to 
the water and your chosen paddle sport.
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HIGH END  1

SEA KAYAK

WERNER PADDLES - KALLISTE
The Kalliste is our most advanced low-angle paddle, with our best paddling design and construction features. You’ll 
feel exceptionally light, buoyant strokes while the smooth back face gives a quiet entrance and exit from the water. 
The Kalliste is the smart choice for those touring with a low-angle style of paddling and wanting the conservative 
yet powerful feel of a mid-sized blade.

Length: 52 cm/20.5’’ | Width: 16.5 cm/6.5’’ | Weight: 634 g/22.5 oz | Material: Carbon Fiber

WERNERPADDLES.COM

WERNER PADDLES - CYPRUS
The Cyprus is our most advanced high-angle paddle, with our best paddling design and construction features. 
You’ll feel exceptionally light, buoyant strokes while the smooth back face gives a quiet entrance and exit from the 
water. The Cyprus is the smart choice for those playing or cruising with a high-angle style of paddling who want 
the conservative feel of a mid-sized blade.

Length: 46 cm/18.11’’ | Width: 18 cm/7’’ | Weight: 634 g/22.5 oz | Material: Carbon Fiber

WERNERPADDLES.COM

LETTMANN - ERGONOM PRO SEA
Our Ergonom Pro Sea is a paddle designed for long-distance kayakers. Its narrow, hydrodyamic formed blades with 
foam core ensure a powerful stroke. The ergonomic shaft enables you to paddle for long periods while preserving 
your wrist joints, as they are perfectly positioned, avoiding harming your tendons, ligaments, and muscles. Made 
using a very high-end and tough material with a long life expectancy.

Blade size: S . L | Weight: 0.88 kg/1.9 lb |  
Material: LCS 70 Light/70% Carbon . Aramid . Fiberglass

LETTMANN.DE

SELECT PADDLES - XBLADE
The X.BLADE paddle concentrates all our technological expertise. The blades are extremely thin, curved, and 
responsive, offering a moderate blade flex for a very stable and comfortable swipe through the water. The X.BLADE 
is a very lightweight paddle, made entirely of prepreg carbon. Four blade sizes, 550 / 590 / 660 / 720 cm2, available 
in straight or bent in two-pieces or as a single piece. 

Weight: 0.7 kg/1.5 lb | Material: Carbon | Sizes: 550 cm2 . 590 cm2 .  660 cm2 . 720 cm2

SELECT-PADDLES.COM

SELECT PADDLES - XTR
The high-tech model in this range; the X.TR Mk2 is a versatile paddle, 6% lighter, for easier navigation. Light and 
comfortable to use, and designed for smooth strokes, the X.TRX.TR Mk2 is a foam core CNC 3D paddle made in 
carbon prepreg. Four blade sizes, 550 / 590 / 660 / 720 cm2, available in adjustable or single piece bent or straight 
shaft options. A must!

Weight: 0.75 kg/1.65 lb | Material: Carbon | Sizes: 550 cm2 . 590 cm2 .  660 cm2 . 720 cm2

SELECT-PADDLES.COM

LIGHTWEIGHT CONSTRUCTION AND ADVANCED TECHNOLOGY 
CREATE A HIGH PERFORMANCE PADDLE.

https://wernerpaddles.com/
https://wernerpaddles.com/
http://lettmann.de/
https://select-paddles.com/
https://select-paddles.com/
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AQUA-BOUND - WHISKEY CARBON BENT
The Whiskey Carbon Bent Shaft provides a more natural stroke by putting your arms and wrists in a more comfortable 
position. With its large, all-carbon blades to get a bigger bite in the water, the Whiskey Carbon Bent Shaft paddle 
is perfect for high-angle and high-energy paddlers. Its composite blades are hand-crafted with a carbon fiber resin 
and a lightweight interior core. They are compression molded to be strong, durable, and super light-weight. The 
Whiskey Carbon Bent Shaft features the 100% Carbon Posi-Lok® ferrule system, which clicks into position firmly 
and securely.

Length: 200-240 cm | Weight: 0.72 kg/1.6 lbs | Blade Size: 613 cm2/95 in2 |  
Blade Material: Compression Molded Carbon | Shaft Material: T-700 Carbon

AQUABOUND.COM

LETTMANN - ERGONOM PRO TOUR
Designed so kayakers can paddle with ease- without hurting your wrists. The development of our ergonomic shaft 
set a milestone and created the baseline for comfortable paddling. Automatic blade stabilization and a minimized 
bending of the wrists result in flutter-free strokes, reduced holding force, and minimal abrasion of your wrists’ 
tendons and ligaments. Then add our profiled paddle blade, which provides a strong pressure built-up thanks to its 
hydrodynamic lift, so every bit of power you put in translates into the water. With the Ergonom Pro Tour you get an 
extra-stiff paddle made from high-quality materials, perfect for anyone craving powerful strokes.

Blade size: S . L | Weight: 0.98 kg | Material: LCS 70 Light/70% Carbon . Aramid . Fiberglass

LETTMANN.DE

AQUA-BOUND - TANGO CARBON BENT
The bent 3K, plain weave carbon shaft enables a comfortable grip for your hands while reducing the strain on your 
upper body. Sleek compression-molded carbon blades are designed to execute efficient low-angle performance. This 
incredibly comfortable 0.723 kg paddle offers maximum results with minimal effort. With carbon from tip to tip, and 
design engineered for performance, this paddle is a game-changer.

Length: 210-250 cm | Weight: 0.72 kg/1.6 lbs | Blade Size: 620 cm2 /96 in2 |  
Blade Material: Compression Molded Carbon | Shaft Material: T-700 Carbon

AQUABOUND.COM

ZIJIE SPORTS - ZJ WING CARBON
The Carbon Blade is made with premium carbon fiber by hand lay-up. Available in three blade size options; works 
with an oval shaft in different stiffness and the updated aluminum adjustor; 316 L stainless steel screws ensure a 
more durable and tighter fit. Shaft length range: 205-215 cm/ 210-220 cm/ 215-220 cm/ 220-230 cm, separated 
into two pieces, with 10 cm of length extend. Includes a free bag, so it is more convenient and easier to take with 
you. The best choice for high lever paddlers. 1-Year Warranty.

Weight: 0.7 kg/1.5 | Blade Size: 15.6 x 48 cm  |  
Length: 205-215 cm . 210-220 cm . 215-220 cm . 220-230 cm | Material: Carbon

ZIJIE-SPORT.COM

ROBSON - ZEPHYR CARBON
The Zephyr has mid-sized, low angle blades that make paddling truly effortless. The smaller blades are gentle on the 
joints yet provide a well-balanced, power stroke.

Length: 210 cm . 220 cm . 240 cm | Weight: 740 g | Blade Material: Carbon |  
Shaft Material: Carbon Prologic | Shaft Lock: Variolock

TAHEOUTDOORS.EU

ZIJIE SPORTS - ZJ FULL CARBON
With less surface area, all carbon blades feature a foam core inside. The ZJ Full Carbon Sea Kayak Paddle is 
lightweight and well-balanced for smooth, efficient strokes. It is great for touring and training, now with a NEW 
100% carbon fiber oval shaft in three different flexibilities, lengths of 210-220 cm, and a new aluminum adjustor. 
Paddle length adjustable in 10 cm; includes a free bag for each paddle. It’s also a good flat water and open water 
racing blade for those who don’t want to use a wing paddle. 1-Year Warranty.

Weight: 0.65 kg/1.4 lb | Blade Size: 16.2 X 48 cm | Length: 210-220 cm | Material: Carbon

ZIJIE-SPORT.COM

AKSU PADDLES - TANGO
The Tango was designed for the lake and sea touring, and it is equally good for beginners and experts. The paddle 
is very light but its strength and durability can compete with professional models. Its weight makes it ideal for use 
in long expeditions. The blade has an internal vertical carbon bulkhead located in the central part, which makes 
the paddle stronger.

Weight: 0.21 kg/0.46 lb | Blade Size: 15.5 x 46 cm | Material: Carbon

AKSUPADDLES.COM

https://aquabound.com/
http://lettmann.de/
https://aquabound.com/
https://www.zijie-sport.com/
https://taheoutdoors.eu/
https://www.zijie-sport.com/
https://www.aksupaddles.com/
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GEARLAB - AUKANECK
The Aukaneck offers superb performance in waves in a sleek Greenland-style paddle. Designed to deliver optimal 
power in rough conditions, the Aukaneck paddle provides adventurous paddlers greater control for kayak surfing 
and rock gardening. Sporting a shorter length and a 10.8 cm-wide teardrop-shaped blade, it provides adventurous 
kayakers a paddle with more surface area to control the water.

Length: 210 cm . 220 cm | Loom Length: 51 cm |  
Blade Width: 10.8 cm/4.3 cm | Weight: 900, 950 g (±30g)

GEARLABOUTDOORS.COM

GEARLAB - KALLEQ
The Kalleq offers kayakers the ultimate touring experience. It is the lightest and strongest paddle in Gearlab’s line, 
thanks to its revolutionary engineering, brilliant design, premium materials, and seamless carbon fiber construction. 
Meticulously engineered, the Kalleq edge measures 1.1 mm at its thinnest point. The smoothness of this edge 
guarantees complete comfort while the paddle slices the water with unparalleled efficiency.

Length: 210 . 220 . 230 cm | Loom Length: 53 cm . 55 cm .  57 cm |  
Blade Width: 8.8 cm/3.5’’ | Weight: 720 g . 750 g . 780 g (±30g) 

GEARLABOUTDOORS.COM

GEARLAB - AKIAK
Combining proven Inuit ingenuity and advanced carbon fiber technology, the Akiak is a versatile paddle for all 
conditions. Its perfectly balanced hydrodynamic shape allows kayakers to explore new waters further with ease. The 
Akiak is available in a shouldered or smooth version. Some kayakers prefer the ledge between the loom and blade to 
ensure optimal hand placement and enhance leverage, fostering a consistent stroke. Others prefer a smooth design 
because it allows for more flexibility in hand positioning for various strokes. Also, the Akiak is available in three 
vibrant colors to match your kayak, gear, or mood.

Length: 210 cm . 220 cm . 230 cm | Loom Length: 53 cm . 55 cm . 57 cm |  
Blade Width: 8.4 cm/3.3’’ | Weight: 880 g .  910 g .  930 g |  
Weight (Colored Paddle): 920 g.  950 g.  970 g (±30g) 

GEARLABOUTDOORS.COM

GEARLAB - MALIK
The Malik is a great for kayak clubs, touring services, kayakers fresh to Greenland-style paddling, or simply as a 
spare paddle. The new polypropylene Malik is shaped and designed with several premium features from Gearlab’s 
iconic performance carbon fiber paddles, at an entry level price point. Polypropylene carries a specific gravity of 
0.9, which means it floats and is lighter than water. Scratch resistant and impact proof, pound for pound, it is also 
stronger than steel. Every set of paddles has special DIY stickers, a great way to express your uniqueness.

Length: 220 cm | Loom Material: Fiberglass |  
Blade Width: 8.8 cm/3.5 cm | Weight: 990 g (±30g)

GEARLABOUTDOORS.COM

GREENLAND STYLE  1 

SEA KAYAK
SLIM, WITH A SHORTER SHAFT, AND LONG, NARROW,
UNFEATHERED BLADES. EASY ON YOUR JOINTS AND GOOD 
IN STRONG SIDE WINDS ON OPEN WATER.

https://www.gearlabpaddles.com/
https://www.gearlabpaddles.com/
https://www.gearlabpaddles.com/
https://www.gearlabpaddles.com/
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EASTPOLE PADDLES - ALEUTIAN PADDLE
The Aleutian Paddle is another kind of traditional paddle, coming originally from Aleutian Islands, Alaska. Unlike 
Greenland paddles, the Aleutian paddle has asymmetrical blades. One side of the blade is almost flat and perfectly 
suited for sculling and rolling. The other side of the blade (the power face) has a raised ridge running along the 
centerline of the blade. It helps to prevent the blade from chattering and allows for more powerful strokes. Those 
two sides together give you a paddle both quiet and powerful. Aleutian paddles should be approximately 10 cm 
longer than a Greenland paddle.

Length: 220 cm . 225 cm . 230 cm . 235 cm . 240 cm |  
Weight: .7-1 kg/1.5-2 lb | Material: Western Red Cedar

EASTPOLEPADDLES.COM

EASTPOLE PADDLES - ISIGAA BONEEDGE
The Isigaa is traditional Greenland paddle with a diamond-shape and a smooth transition from loom to blade. It is 
effective, silent, and mild on your body. New BoneEdge is probably the strongest wooden paddle tip on the market, 
and will glow for 5+ hours after 30 minutes of  ‘‘charging.’’

Length: 210 cm .  215 cm .  220 cm .  225 cm . 230 cm |  
Weight: .65-.9 kg/1.4- 2 lb | Material: Western Red Cedar

EASTPOLEPADDLES.COM

LAHNAKOSKI - GREENLAND WESTERN RED CEDAR
A light and warm Greenland paddle made of beautiful Western Red Cedar (thuja plicata). The slim, symmetric-bladed 
paddle is suitable for strong winds, ‘‘rolling’’ and paddling long distances as the slim design causes less strain on 
the muscles. The lightest wooden Greenland paddle on the market. The tips are reinforced with clear epoxy. Oiled 
surface. Designed in co-operation with the Finnish paddling instructor Mr. Tatu Hirvonen, and made by carpenter 
Mr. Frank Sandström.

Sizes: 210 cm. 215 cm.  220 cm . 228 cm | Material: Wood

LAHNAKOSKI.FI

https://www.eastpolepaddles.com/
https://www.eastpolepaddles.com/
http://www.lahnakoski.fi/
https://www.kudooutdoors.com/
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SEA KAYAK

KOBER PADDEL - MANHATTEN
The Manhatten is a fiberglass touring paddle with mid-sized blades and a stabilizing rib for flutter-free paddle strokes. 
This lightweight paddle has a flexible shaft, drip rings, and reinforced blade tips.

Weight: 0.76 kg/1.7 lb | Blade Size: 47.5 x 18 cm | Material: Fiberglass

KOBER-PADDEL.DE

AQUA-BOUND - TANGO FIBERGLASS
The Tango Fiberglass’ multi-laminate fiberglass blades are truly hand-crafted using high-pressure compression 
molding, and they come in three hi-vis color options: Green Tide, Fuego, and Sunwave. Along with an all-carbon 
T-700 shaft, the Tango Fiberglass paddle has a super light swing weight yet is strong and very durable. It features 
the 100% Carbon Posi-Lok® ferrule system which clicks into position firmly and securely.

Length: 210-250 cm | Weight: 0.73 kg/1.6 lb | Blade Size: 620 cm2/96 in2 | 
Blade Material: Compression Molded Fiberglass | Shaft Material: T-700 Carbon

AQUABOUND.COM

AQUA-BOUND - WHISKEY FIBERGLASS
The Whiskey Fiberglass paddle has beefy blades, making it perfect for high-angle, high-energy paddlers. Hand-
crafted and compression molded with multi-laminate fiberglass resin and a lightweight foam core, the Whiskey 
Fiberglass paddle comes in three vibrant colors: Fuego, Green Tide, and Sunwave. The Whiskey Fiberglass paddle 
has a super-light and durable, 100% carbon T-700 shaft featuring the 100% Carbon Posi-Lok® ferrule system, 
which clicks into position firmly and securely.

Length: 200-240 cm | Weight: 0.73 kg/1.62 lb | Blade Size: 613 cm2/95 in2 |  
Blade Material: Compression Molded Fiberglass | Shaft Material: T-700 Carbon

AQUABOUND.COM

WERNER PADDLES - CAMANO ADJUSTABLE
The Camano features our most popular award-winning blade design. Premium Performance uses material choice 
and manufacturing skill to allow for a perfect combination of light swing weight and stiffness. This paddle provides 
enough power to cover a day’s journey with ease while using a relaxed, all-around low angle stroke.

Length: 52 cm/20.5’’ | Width: 16.5 cm/6.5’’ | Weight: 843 g/29.75 oz | Material: Fiberglass

WERNERPADDLES.COM

ROBSON - EDGE FIBERGLASS
The Edge has full sized, high angle blades suitable for paddlers looking for a powerful stroke and paddling in a 
variety of situations.

Length: 210-240 cm (5 cm increments) | Weight: 860 g | Blade Material: Flowtech |  
Shaft Material: Fiberglass | Shaft Lock: Snap Button

TAHEOUTDOORS.EU

MID-RANGE  1 PROGRESSIVE TECHNOLOGY AND SHAPE, MID-RANGE 
PADDLES SUIT THE ADVANCED OR PROGRESSING PADDLER. 

https://www.kober-paddel.de/en/
https://aquabound.com/
https://aquabound.com/
https://wernerpaddles.com/
https://taheoutdoors.eu/
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SELECT PADDLES - XTREK
The X.TREK paddle concentrates all our technological expertise. The blades are extremely thin, curved and responsive, 
offering a moderate blade flex for a very stable and comfortable swipe through the water. The X.TREK is a very 
lightweight paddle, entirely made of fiberglass and prepreg carbon. Available in four blade size sizes: 550/590/660/ 
720 cm2, as a single piece or adjustable shaft.

Weight: 0.8 kg/1.8 lb | Material: Fiberglass | Sizes: 550 cm2 . 590 cm2 . 660 cm2 . 720 cm2

SELECT-PADDLES.COM

WERNER PADDLES - SHUNA
The Shuna is our best-selling premium High Angle blade, designed for those who want mid-sized power for strokes 
in all directions. It is the perfect paddle for the coastal play environment, or for those who want a conservative feel 
through the water to make the miles pass with ease.

Length: 46 cm/18’’ | Width: 18.25 cm/7.2’’ | Weight: 782 g/27.75 oz | Material: Fiberglass

WERNERPADDLES.COM

EGALIS - SWELL CARBON FIBER VARIO
The Swell is the ultimate sea kayak paddle that will pull your kayak effortlessly through each stroke. This paddle has 
mid-sized blades for efficient and more powerful strokes. Available in multiple versions!

Length: 210-218 cm . 220-228 cm | Weight: 1170 g |  
Blade Material: Fibrylon | Shaft Material: Carbon | Shaft Lock: Variolock

TAHEOUTDOORS.EU

PALM EQUIPMENT - VISION 2-PIECE PADDLE
A high-performance two-piece touring paddle. The Vision has stiff, lightweight blades, mid-sized to suit a low or 
high angle paddling style and a lightweight composite shaft. Our new paddle joint lets you to adjust the feather on 
the go, or to take the paddle apart.

Length: 215 cm . 220 cm . 230 cm | Shaft diameter: 30 mm |  
Feather: Adjustable 15° increments left or right-hand | Blade Area: 630 cm² |  
Blade Material: Nylon 6 . Glass-filled blade | Shaft Material: Carbon/Fiberglass |  
Colors: Black . White

PALMEQUIPMENTEUROPE.COM

LAMINEX - NEKTON G
The Nekton G is a well-balanced paddle with mid-sized fiberglass blades. Available with glass, sanded glass, carbon, or 
sanded carbon shaft as a one-piece or with a standard or an adjustable ferrule. The Nekton G is only 60 g heavier than 
its full carbon counterpart (Nekton), and it is a great option if you are looking for a great paddle at a reasonable price.

Weight: 860 g | Blade Size: 620 cm2 | Material: Fiberglass

TNP.CZ

SELECT PADDLES - XLINE
The X.LINE sea kayak paddle features very thin, curved blades. Designed in fiberglass, they bring comfort and 
smoothness to each paddle stroke. Light, and discreet, the X.LINE is the ideal paddle for day-long touring. Available 
in single pcs or adjustable shaft.

Weight: 0.9 kg/1.9 lb | Material: Fiberglass

SELECT-PADDLES.COM

https://select-paddles.com/
https://wernerpaddles.com/
https://taheoutdoors.eu/
https://palmequipmenteurope.com/
https://tnp.cz/
https://select-paddles.com/


148 - paddles - PADDLER’S GUIDE 2020

ENTRY LEVEL  1

SEA KAYAK

AQUA-BOUND - STING RAY HYBRID
The Sting Ray Hybrid is the lightest injection molded kayak paddle available at its price point. With its mid-sized 
blades built of exclusive Aqua-Bound abXII resin reinforced with fiberglass and an all-carbon shaft, this paddle 
reduces fatigue and joint strain for flat-water paddlers.

Length: 210-250 cm | Weight: 0.86 kg/1.9 lbs | Blade Size: 585 cm2/91 in2 |  
Blade Material: AbXII Fiberglass Reinforced Nylon | Shaft Material: 100% Carbon, Ovalized

AQUABOUND.COM

EGALIS - SWOOP 4 PARTS
The Swoop is an all-purpose paddle that will build the kids’ skills and their love for kayaking. Swoop paddles are 
available in multiple versions! The Swoop 4 can be broken down into four parts, making it easy and comfortable to 
transport. Adjustable blade angle: 65° - 0° - 65°.

Length: 220 cm | Weight: 980 g | Blade Material: Fibrylon |  
Shaft Material: Aluminium | Shaft Lock: Snap Button

TAHEOUTDOORS.EU

EGALIS - SWIFT TAKE APART
The Swift paddle has high angle, mid-sized blades that allow you to reach high speed with minimum effort. The Swift 
is a comfortable, well-balanced paddle perfect for establishing a fast rhythm or when the surf requires a rapid take 
off. It is an ideal paddle to practice in flat water (introduction kayaking) and sea (introduction kayaking, touring or 
wave ski). Adjustable blade angle: 65° - 0° - 65°.

Length: 210 cm . 220 cm | Weight: 1110 g | Blade Material: Fibrylon |  
Shaft Material: Aluminium | Shaft Lock: Snap Button

TAHEOUTDOORS.EU

EGALIS - SWING TAKE APART
The Swing paddle is a great choice for longer tours as the longer and slimmer blades are less tiring. It is a low angle 
paddle that offers gentle power and effortless strokes even in strong winds. Swing paddles are suitable for a variety 
of sea conditions. Adjustable blade angle: 65° - 0° - 65°. Available in multiple versions!

Length: 220-240 cm (10 cm increments) | Weight: 1260 g |  
Blade Material: Fibrylon | Shaft Material: Black Aluminium | Shaft Lock: Snap Button

TAHEOUTDOORS.EU

OTTAWA PADDLES - TOURING STRAIGHT SHAFT
Our touring paddles are designed for comfort and to reduce fatigue on the water. We have developed a new blade 
style, a “Winged Dihedral,” which incorporates the standard airfoil dihedral blade shape to reduce unwanted flutter 
and the power of a wing blade. Plus, our non-slip grip is one of a kind!

Material: Plastic

OTTAWAPADDLES.COM

MADE IN A VARIETY OF SHAPES, ANGLES,AND SIZES, 
WITH PRICING ACCESSIBLE TO ALL PADDLERS.

https://aquabound.com/
https://taheoutdoors.eu/
https://taheoutdoors.eu/
https://taheoutdoors.eu/
http://ottawapaddles.com/
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RECREATIONAL

BENDING BRANCHES - WHISPER
The Whisper combines durability with many extra features at a low price. The aluminum shaft, with a tight fitting 
2-piece snap-button ferrule, is controlled comfortably by black grips. The polypropylene blades will take a beating 
and come back for more. All of this for a price anyone can afford. The Whisper comes with a snug-fitting, three-hole 
snap-button ferrule that is adjustable for feathering angles 0° and 60°, L or R. This paddle is available in lengths 
from 210 cm to 240 cm, in 10 cm increments.

Length: 210-240 cm | Weight: 1.05 kg/2.3 lb | Blade size: 574 cm2/89 in2 |  
Blade Material: Polypropylene | Shaft Material: Aluminum

BENDINGBRANCHES.COM

WERNER PADDLES - SKAGIT FG
The Skagit FG is a great value for those with a budget and enjoys a more relaxed, low-angle, paddling style. There is 
a reason it is the number one selling recreational kayak paddle in its price range, and the favorite among recreational 
paddlers.

Length: 49 cm/19.29’’ | Width: 15 cm/6’’ | Weight: 953 g/33.75 oz | Material: Fiberglass

WERNERPADDLES.COM

WERNER PADDLES - TYBEE FG
The Tybee FG IM is a great value for those with a budget but still after the performance of high angle paddling. It is 
also a great spare paddle for expedition or coastal play paddlers.

Length: 43 cm/17’’ | Width: 18.25 cm/7’’ | Weight: 1003 g/35.5 oz | Material: Fiberglass

WERNERPADDLES.COM

EGALIS - SWING ALU TAKE APART
Swing paddles are an excellent choice for longer tours as the longer, and slimmer blades are less tiring. The 
low-angle design offers gentle power and effortless strokes even in strong winds. Swing paddles are suitable for 
a variety of sea conditions. 

Blade Size: 571 cm2/ 88.5 in2 | Weight: 1.3 kg/ 2.7 lb | Length: 210-240 cm | Level: Entry Level | 
Blade Material: Fibrylon | Shaft Material: Aluminum | Colors: White . Turquoise

TAHEOUTDOORS.COM

WWW.AQUADESIGN.EU INFO@AQUADESIGN.EU T +33 (0)4 92 79 77 03AQUADESIGNCOMMUNITY
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PROFIPLAST - LANA
The Lana kayak paddle has been designed to meet the functional requirements as well as the high aesthetic demands 
of contemporary customers. The paddle’s blade is made of tough polypropylene. The mechanical properties of this 
thermoplastic guarantee excellent product strength and low weight. The overall stiffness of the blade is formed by 
a massive hollow central. The shaft is made of highly solid duraluminium. Volumetric dye penetration, high gloss, 
selected colors, and modern shapes deliver exceptional paddle appearance.

Weight: 1.1 kg/2.4 lb I Blade Size: 656 cm² I  
Blade Material: Plastic I Shaft Material: Aluminium

PROFIPLAST.COM

https://bendingbranches.com/
https://wernerpaddles.com/
https://wernerpaddles.com/
https://taheoutdoors.eu/
https://aquadesign.eu/en/
http://www.profiplast.com/
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KAYAK FISHING

BENDING BRANCHES - ANGLER PRO
The Angler Pro not only stands out in the industry as a six-time Angler Paddle of the Year but also stands out on the 
water thanks to the vibrant blade patterns designed by the BB fishing team. Compression-molded fiberglass blades 
offer a smooth forward stroke, and an ovalized 100% carbon shaft allows effortless fishing all day long. Catches 
can be verified quickly with the tape measure placed directly on the carbon shaft.

Length: 230-280 cm | Weight: 0.81 kg/1.78 lbs | Blade Size: 675 cm2/105 in2 |  
Blade Material: Compression Molded Fiberglass | Shaft Material: 100% Carbon

BENDINGBRANCHES.COM

BENDING BRANCHES - ANGLER NAVIGATOR
0.935 kg of toughness is packed into this kayak fishing paddle. An ultra-lightweight, 100% carbon shaft with a built-
in tape measure and a blade design made of red alder, roasted basswood, and basswood offers more flex than most 
composite paddles, making it the quietest paddle on the market. Each blade is sealed in with 0.057 kg of fiberglass 
for durability. For those that push their gear to the limits, this paddle is reinforced with Rockgard edge protection.

Length: 230-280 cm | Weight: 0.93 kg/2.06 lb | Blade Size: 675 cm2/105 in2 |  
Blade Material: Red Alder . Roasted Basswood . Basswood | Shaft Material: 100% Carbon 

BENDINGBRANCHES.COM

WERNER PADDLES - HOOKED ADJUSTABLE CAMANO
The Camano features our most popular, award-winning blade design, providing the perfect combination for anglers 
who want enough power to follow schooling fish all day using the relaxed all around low angle stroke. Customize 
your paddle length on the fly for high/low seat positions, standing while sight fishing, or switching between multiple 
kayaks of different widths. The 20 cm adjustable length paddle gives you the freedom to fish.

Blade Size: 650 cm2 | Weight: .85 kg/2 lb | Level: Mid-Range | Material: Fiberglass |  
Colors: Large Mouth Bass . Catch Lime Drift . Tropy Charcoal 

WERNERPADDLES.COM

WERNER PADDLES - HOOKED ADJUSTABLE SHUNA
The Shuna is our most popular high angle fishing paddle. Customize your paddle length on the fly for high/low 
seat positions, standing while sight fishing, or switching between multiple kayaks of different widths. The 20 cm 
adjustable length paddle gives you the freedom to fish.

Blade Size: 615 cm2 | Weight: .87 kg/2 lb | Level: Mid-Range | Material: Fiberglass |  
Colors: Large Mouth Bass . Catch Lime Drift . Trophy Charcoal 

WERNERPADDLES.COM

ROBSON - BASS
The Bass is designed specifically for kayak fishing. Feels good: lightweight to make a long day of kayak fishing 
more bearable. Looks good: Cool redfish graphic. Practical and easy to use: Notched tip for releasing stuck hooks.

Length: 240-260 cm | Blade Size: 660 cm2 | Weight: 1 kg/2.2 lb | Level: High End |  
Shaft Material: Fiberglass | Blade Material: Flowtech with Foam Core | 

TAHEOUTDOORS.COM

https://bendingbranches.com/
https://bendingbranches.com/
https://wernerpaddles.com/
https://wernerpaddles.com/
https://taheoutdoors.eu/
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CONFIDENCE 
 
You asked for it — we delivered. The award winning Strike.  
•  Increased blade to shaft offset for more verticality through the power phase
• Design offers stroke versatility for everyday use
• Legendary bomber reliability with high impact fiberglass blades

ULTIMATE PADDLE PERFORMANCE

https://wernerpaddles.com/
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CANOE

WAVEDESIGN - OUTRIGGER - RACE
Full Carbon Outrigger Canoe Paddle. Lightweight and durable, great for sprints and distance. The single bend paddle 
has a 10-degree bend where the paddle blade meets the shaft. Available with an Adjustable Shaft System (MINIVARIO 
+ 20 cm). Carbon: 100% - autoclave cured prepreg.

Weight: 0.4 kg/0.8 lb | Blade Size: 760 cm² |  Material: Carbon

WAVEDESIGN.COM

WAVEDESIGN - CANOA MJÖLLNIR
Down River and Sprint Canoe Paddle. Versatile use, light, and durable. The blade has tough, durable core. The edge 
of the blade has a thin layer running on top of the carbon to protect the edge from nicks and cracks, guaranteeing 
the perfect water entry every stroke. Carbon: 100% - autoclave cured prepreg.

Weight: 0.45 kg/1.4 lb | Blade Size: 815 cm²/127 in² |  Material: Carbon

WAVEDESIGN.COM

WERNER PADDLES - JOURNEY CARBON
Experience performance and comfort with the Journey Carbon. A traditional canoe paddle with design features like 
a straight buoyant blade and a traditional symmetrical palm grip. The volume of a buoyant designed carbon blade 
creates an exceedingly light feel. This POPS the blade from the water for effortless forward strokes and confident 
bracing. A smooth back face is quiet and helps to make linking strokes easy.

Length: 47 cm/18.5’’ | Width: 20.3 cm/8’’ | Weight: 376 g/13.25 oz | Material: Carbon Fiber

WERNERPADDLES.COM

FREEFALL PADDLES - THE BLACK
Our flagship paddle, the paddle that started it all. Manufactured from 100% carbon, the Black is a tough as nails 
paddle for the modern whitewater canoe paddler.  Manufactured in a one-piece configuration with oval shaft, this 
paddle is tough, stiff and capable of enormous power.  Supplied with hand-made wood or plastic T-Grip. 

Length: Up to 68’’ | Material: Carbon

FREEFALLPADDLES.COM

HIGH END  1 LIGHTWEIGHT CONSTRUCTION AND ADVANCED TECHNOLOGY 
CREATE A HIGH PERFORMANCE PADDLE.

https://www.wavedesign.com/
https://www.wavedesign.com/
https://wernerpaddles.com/
https://www.freefallpaddles.com/
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FREEFALL PADDLES - BLACK LIGHT
The Black Light Carbon is a full spec carbon paddle, in 100% Carbon, with a single shaft bonded to a single blade. 
The Black Lite has become incredibly popular due to its light weight and high performance. Like its big brother The 
Black, the Black Lite is excellent at catching water and providing pull through power even on short strokes like the 
Knifed J, providing flutter-free power on demand to get you moving.

Length: Up to 68’’ | Material: Carbon

FREEFALLPADDLES.COM

FREEFALL PADDLES - BLACK LIGHT CRANK WOOD
As with all Black Lite Paddles,  every Black Lite is modular in construction.  At Freefall Paddles we produce our 
Black Lite Paddle in 100% Carbon construction, with the addition of a wood cranked section and matching T-Grip.  
This section is crafted using recovered hardwoods only, but we really like the look of recovered Maple or Walnut.  
Simple, elegant and super distinctive with the mega performance of Carbon and the beauty of wood to keep your 
hands warm, whilst making your paddle 100% distinctive and unique.

Length: Up to 68’’ | Material: Carbon . Wood

FREEFALLPADDLES.COM

FREEFALL PADDLES - BLACK LIGHT GLASS
Designed from the success of the Black paddle, the Black Lite is supplied with a fiberglass shaft and blade offering 
the advantage of flexibility to our already powerful design. Excellent as a rough water paddle or guide stick. Blades 
are supplied in white and the shaft in black, with the T-grip supplied in hand-made wood or plastic.

Length: Up to 68’’ | Material: Fiberglass . Wood

FREEFALLPADDLES.COM

https://www.freefallpaddles.com/
https://www.freefallpaddles.com/
https://www.freefallpaddles.com/
https://www.paddlerguide.com/
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WOODEN PADDLE 1 

CANOE

BENDING BRANCHES - CATALYST ST
The Catalyst is our new, sustainable canoe paddle. Handcrafted from a combination of basswood, roasted basswood, 
red alder, and maple remnants from our first-quality paddles, we’re giving new life to what might have gone to 
waste. At 0.68 kg, the Catalyst is day trip ready. Designed for comfort with an ovalized shaft and a freestyle palm 
grip, this lightweight paddle will stand up to hours of paddling. The Catalyst exceeds our strength testing standards 
with full Rockgard® coverage and a 0.113 kg fiberglass wrap. Ideal for flatwater, it’s all smooth paddling from 
here with the Catalyst.

Length: 132-152 cm/52-60’’ | Weight: 0.68 kg/1.5 lb | Blade Size: 761 cm2/118 in2 |  
Blade Material: Basswood . Red Alder . Maple . Roasted Basswood |  
Shaft Material: Ovalized . Solid Basswood

BENDINGBRANCHES.COM

BENDING BRANCHES - EXPEDITION PLUS
Expedition paddlers who need endurance, power, and control in their canoe paddle will love the Expedition Plus’s 
power T-grip and its Rockgard® edge protection that extends from the blade tip to 15 cm up the shaft. This paddle’s 
0.113 kg fiberglass blade wrap further protects the red alder, basswood, and roasted basswood blade for maximum 
durability. Made of closed grain, lightweight, durable hardwoods, the Expedition Plus is both attractive and versatile 
for paddlers who take their time on the water more seriously.

Length: 132-152 cm/52-60’’ | Weight: 0.68 kg/1.5 lb | Blade Size: 813 cm2/126 in2 | Blade 
Material: Red Alder . Basswood . Roasted Basswood | Shaft Material: Ovalized .18-Laminate

BENDINGBRANCHES.COM

FREEFALL PADDLES - BEAVER TAIL
Our Beaver Tail paddle is absolutely beautiful. Handmade from North American slow-grown ash, as slow-grown 
means a tighter configuration of the wood’s natural rings and grain. Our paddles follow the traditional design with 
a longer, thinner blade. All Beaver Tails come supplied with Freefall Paddles Wedge grip, which allows for a tighter 
hold on the paddle and more rest for the paddler’s hand muscles versus a pinch grip during a long day’s paddle.

Length: 50’’. 52’’. 54’’. 56’’. 58’’. 60” | Material: Ash

FREEFALLPADDLES.COM

WET WEIM - TADORNA
A beautifully crafted shape with a unique wood stripe combination. An ash and dark cedar shaft complement an 
American walnut blade. Shaft, blade and palm-grip handle have an oil finish to preserve natural matte look and feel 
of the wood. Original Wet Weim logo burned on the blade. Artisan Painted Canoe Paddles are perfect for gracing your 
interior walls, serving well as heritage design pieces for your homestead. Comes with two wall mounts. Manufacturing 
lead time: approx. 2–3 weeks.

Weight: 0.85 kg/1.9 lb | Blade Size: 680 cm² | Material: Wood

WETWEIM.COM

THERE IS NOTHING LIKE THE FLEX, WEIGHT, FEEL, 
AND UNIQUE BEAUTY OF A WOOD PADDLE. 

https://bendingbranches.com/
https://bendingbranches.com/
https://www.freefallpaddles.com/
https://wetweim.com/
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LAHNAKOSKI - INDITOUR
A paddle laminated from clean timber. Shaped handle, blade tip reinforced with a wedge. Suitable both for canoes 
and boats. Finished with a special varnish.

Sizes: 100 cm .125 cm . 140 cm . 150 cm . 160 cm . 170 cm . 180 cm . 210 cm | Material: Wood 

LAHNAKOSKI.FI

PALM EQUIPMENT - DELTA
The Palm Delta is designed for open and mild waters. With a smooth, comfortable pear grip, an oval shaft with 
index and a molded blade, it is easy to use. It features an ovalized, solid Douglas fir shaft, laminated ponderosa 
pine-walnut-ash blade, rock shield blade tip, and pear grip.

Weight: 0.96 kg/2.1 lb | Level: Mid-Range | Shaft Material: Douglas fir |  
Blade Material: Ponderosa Pine . Walnut . Ash | Length: 137 cm . 145 cm . 152 cm 

PALMEQUIPMENTEUROPE.COM

FREEFALL PADDLES - OTTERTAIL EC
Simple and sleek. The Ottertail is a timeless classic in canoe design, with a longer blade for deep water paddling. 
Manufactured from ash with our Wedge Grip.

Length: 50’’. 52’’. 54’’. 56’’. 58’’. 60’’ | Material: Ash

FREEFALLPADDLES.COM

FREEFALL PADDLES - TRAVELLER S
Our basic but popular solid wood padlle, manufactured from North American slow-grown ash. This little paddle has 
become popular with schools and outdoor centers. The design is simple and elegant with a single straight narrow 
blade, providing comfortable power all day long. Supplied with the Freefall Wedge Grip.

Length: 50’’. 52’’. 54’’. 56’’. 58’’. 60’’ | Material: Ash

FREEFALLPADDLES.COM

FREEFALL PADDLES - THE BLACK FEATHER
Our most unusual paddle, the Black Feather takes its design from the original first native people of North America 
and Canada; the blade is super slim and is designed to be used when the boat is being paddled on its edge. Originally 
the blade style was used as a hunting blade as it sweeps effortlessly through quiet water allowing the boat to creep 
along silently. Manufactured from oak for durability and stiffness, this paddle is so absolutely unique.

Length: 50’’. 52’’. 54’’. 56’’. 58’’. 60” | Oak

FREEFALLPADDLES.COM

EGALIS - WOODEN YAMPA PADDLE
The Yampa has a long, slender blade shape that is a good choice for paddling in deeper water. It has narrower and 
longer blades that pull smoothly through the water.

Length: 150 cm | Weight: 750 g | Blade Material: Wood | Shaft Material: Wood

TAHEOUTDOORS.EU

http://www.lahnakoski.fi/
https://palmequipmenteurope.com/
https://www.freefallpaddles.com/
https://www.freefallpaddles.com/
https://www.freefallpaddles.com/
https://taheoutdoors.eu/
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CANOE

PROFIPLAST - DEBE
The DeBe paddle has been designed to meet the functional and IDBF requirements as well as the high aesthetic 
demands of contemporary customers. The paddle’s blade is made of tough polypropylene. The mechanical properties 
of this thermoplastic guarantee excellent product strength and low weight. The shaft is made of highly solid 
duraluminium. Volumetric dye penetration, high gloss, selected color, and modern shapes deliver exceptional paddle 
appearance, while the mechanical properties of the materials used ensure high utility value.

Weight: 0.7 kg/1.4 lb I Blade Material: Plastic I  Shaft Material: Aluminium

PROFIPLAST.COM

PROFIPLAST - KANO
The Kano canoe paddle has been designed to meet the functional requirements as well as the high aesthetic demands 
of contemporary customers. The paddle’s blade is made of tough polypropylene. The mechanical properties of this 
thermoplastic guarantee excellent product strength and low weight. The shaft is made of highly solid duraluminium. 
Volumetric dye penetration, high gloss, selected color, and modern shapes deliver exceptional paddle appearance, 
while the mechanical properties of the materials used ensure high utility value.

Weight: 0.8 kg/1.76 lb I Blade Size: 800 cm2 I  
Blade Material: Plastic I Shaft Material: Aluminium

PROFIPLAST.COM

EGALIS - RIVER PADDLE FIRST
The Egalis River Paddle First has a comfortable and powerful touring design for flat water canoeing. The blade 
provides smooth forward strokes that make the paddling effortless. This is the perfect blade design for easy 
maneuvers.

Length: 140-160 cm (5 cm increments) | Weight: 860 g |  
Blade Material: Fibrylon | Shaft Material: Aluminium

TAHEOUTDOORS.EU

OTTAWA PADDLES - CANOE PADDLE
Our canoe paddles are designed for comfort and to reduce fatigue on the water. We have developed a new blade 
style, a “Winged Dihedral,” which incorporates the standard airfoil dihedral blade shape to reduce unwanted flutter 
and the power of a wing blade. Our non-slip grip is one of a kind!

Material: Plastic

OTTAWAPADDLES.COM

Full Carbon Fiber Glass Carbon Wood

Using the best in composite technologies to build our paddles, we have 
added heart and passion to our paddles, adding natural components 
to produce tough and durable, super stiff paddles with a high 
performance edge, and the natural flex of wood.

Freefallpadddles.com freefallpaddles

Composite & Organic, 
Re-Cycled Materials
 Reinventing, Tough, Exciting 
& Innovative Paddle 

ENTRY LEVEL  1 MADE IN A VARIETY OF SHAPES, ANGLES,AND SIZES, 
WITH PRICING ACCESSIBLE TO ALL PADDLERS.

http://www.profiplast.com/
http://www.profiplast.com/
https://taheoutdoors.eu/
http://ottawapaddles.com/
https://www.freefallpaddles.com/
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Full Carbon Fiber Glass Carbon Wood

Using the best in composite technologies to build our paddles, we have 
added heart and passion to our paddles, adding natural components 
to produce tough and durable, super stiff paddles with a high 
performance edge, and the natural flex of wood.

Freefallpadddles.com freefallpaddles

Composite & Organic, 
Re-Cycled Materials
 Reinventing, Tough, Exciting 
& Innovative Paddle 

https://www.freefallpaddles.com/
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STAND UP PADDLE

PANDASUP - TEXTREME CARBON VARIO 
The high-end paddle from PandaSUP, made with special carbon from TeXtreme: featherlight, stiff, robust, and unique! 
New for 2020,  this paddle is equipped with an anti-twist shaft.

Weight: 0.5 kg/1 lb | Blade Size:  87 in². 97  in²  |  
Shaft Diameter: 29 mm . 26 mm | Material: Carbon

PANDASUP.SWISS

WAVEDESIGN - SUP RACE 470
Perfect for racing. The long rectangular shape allows for incremental power. The long and narrow blade with a flat 
profile and 10-degree blade angle combines instant efficient power delivery with a forgiving feel. Carbon: 100% 
- autoclave cured prepreg. Available in different shaft configurations, in junior-size, and as our unique two-piece-
paddle with an adjustment of overall length within 20 cm: a solution in between the one-piece-paddle and the classic 
two-piece-paddle. The 20-cm adjustment allows you to adapt the paddle to the paddling environment for the same 
athlete or for similar athletes without compromising flexibility.

Weight: 0.46 kg/1.4 lb | Blade Size: 470 cm²/73 in² |  Material: Carbon

WAVEDESIGN.COM

SIREN - O3
The three-piece, full carbon paddle from SIREN SUPsurfing is absolutely torsion-free thanks to the new hexagon 
system in the shaft connection. The SIREN clamp fixes the grip shaft without pressing the main shaft, so the grip 
shaft is always tight and torsion-free in the main shaft. Due to the integrated guide notch, twisting is not possible, 
even in the vario state. The paddle has a matte finish for the best grip. Weighing only 690 grams, it is an ideal travel 
companion for the next Sup Tour.

Weight: 0.7 kg/1.5 lb | Blade Size: 581 cm² | Material: Plastic

I-SUP.DE

WERNER PADDLES - APEX
Our new paddle allows each stroke to enter the water with a trusted confident catch providing rock solid stability 
through all phases of the stroke. A unique power pocket designed to provide a trusted, confident, catch also provides 
stability throughout the power phase of the stroke. Available in 76 in2, 83 in2 and 91 in2 blade sizes.

Length: 38.73 cm/15.25’’ | Width: 17.8 cm/7’’ | Weight: 432 g/15.25 oz | Material: Carbon Fiber

WERNERPADDLES.COM

JP-AUSTRALIA SUP - CARBON PRO PADDLE
100% Pre-preg Carbon, CNC shaped high density PVC core blade! 100% Pre-preg Carbon shaft! This is the only way 
to achieve lowest weight, quickest response and ultimate in performance. The concave V blades are powerful and 
super stable, offered in 83 in2, 90 in2 and the newest 77 in2. They feature a generous ABS edge for the protection 
of your board and the blade. The handles are made of 100% Carbon. The Cut-To-Length Carbon handle is covered 
with comfortable EVA.

Blade Sizes: 77 in² . 83 in² .  91 in² | Material: Carbon | Models: Two-piece . Three Piece

JP-AUSTRALIA.COM

HIGH END  1 LIGHTWEIGHT CONSTRUCTION AND ADVANCED TECHNOLOGY 
CREATE A HIGH PERFORMANCE PADDLE.

http://pandasup.swiss/
https://www.wavedesign.com/
https://i-sup.de/
https://wernerpaddles.com/
https://jp-australia.com/
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I-99 - X2 CC27
The X2 CC27, a vario adjustable paddle in 100% carbon with a length of 170 to 215 cm, is perfect for riders 
demanding high performance on wave sessions and cruising with no compromises.

Blade Size: 522.5 cm²/81 in² | Weight: 0.55 kg/1.2 lb |  
Material: Carbon | Blade Width/Length: 43.0 cm x 18.0 cm/16.93 in x 7 in | Feather: 10° 

I-99.IT

SELECT PADDLES - FUSION
Made entirely from carbon, the FUSION PRO Sup is a very light and reactive paddle. The V-shape section offers 
excellent stability for better stroke comfort. The best choice for exigent paddlers. Available as a single piece or 
adjustable shaft. 

Length: 150-220 cm | Weight: .48 kg/1 lb | Level: High End | Material: Carbon |  
Blade Sizes: 480 cm2 . 510 cm2 . 550 cm2

SELECT-PADDLES.COM

WERNER PADDLES - GRANDPRIX
The Grand Prix 86/93/100 cm is a race paddle that has the most stable, most confident forward stroke needed to 
excel in all conditions. Our unique blade shape allows for a less abrupt catch with a higher cadence. Feel the overall 
weight of just 14.75 ounces. Resized to meet the demands of today’s racers, but not so small to lose power. Our 
ultimate performance paddle uses our most advanced materials and process for an overall weight of just 413 grams, 
giving elite level flex and balance for comfort and performance.

Length: Straight 1 Piece: 50’’, 86’’ in 1’’ increments . Bent 1 Piece: 74’’ - 85’’ in |  
Weight: 0.4 kg/14.5 oz . 0.5 kg/18.75 oz | Blade Size: 86 in2 .19.25 ‘‘ x 7’’ 

WERNERPADDLES.COM

GPOWER - RAZOR RACE PRO
It’s smart to have all the advantages on your side. Discover them in every RACE PRO paddle. Every Pro knows that 
the secret of winning lies in details. That’s why RACE PRO delivers all of them on a supreme level. It’s the lightest and 
most exceptional paddle you have ever seen. Available shaft flex: 30/35/40/45/50. Maximum paddle length 210 cm.

Blade Size: 510 cm . 556 cm . 597 cm | Weight: .44 kg/0.97 lb 
Level: High End | Material: Carbon 

GPOWER.PL

SELECT PADDLES - OCEAN PRO
Developed by Eric Terrien, the OCEAN PRO SUP paddle was designed to combine comfort, control and performance 
in the ocean environment. The OCEAN PRO is flawlessly efficient in raw water conditions, with a huge potential 
for accelerating in the bumps in downwind conditions, optimal control in crosswinds and choppy water; it is very 
comfortable to face headwinds. Thanks to all its qualities, the OCEAN PRO is also remarkable in technical races, 
facilitating the acceleration at the buoys, the wave handing and the passage of foams as well as the control of the 
board in chops created by the competitors. The OCEAN PRO is fitted with an oval shaft enabling easier tack changing 
moves. Available as a one piece or adjustible. 

Sizes: XS: 46.5 x 17.5 cm . S: 48.5 x 17.7 cm . M: 50.8 x 18.8 cm |  
Level: High End | Material: Carbon 

SELECT-PADDLES.COM

https://www.i-99.it/
https://select-paddles.com/
https://wernerpaddles.com/
http://www.gpower.pl/
https://select-paddles.com/
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STAND UP PADDLE

JP-AUSTRALIA - CARBON GLASS 83 
3-PART ADJUSTABLE 2020
The Carbon blade, in combination with a pre-preg fiberglass shaft, provides excellent performance at a great 
price. The stringer inside the “Y” blade creates stiffness. The 83 in2 blade released mid-season last year is again 
incorporated in 2020, alongside with the classic 90 in2. The matte finish on the shaft provides good grip. Comes with 
a 100% carbon slotted extension and handle. Also available in a two-piece version and 90 inch2 blade.

Blade Size: 535 cm² | Weight: 0.7 kg/1.5 lb | Material: Carbon

JP-AUSTRALIA.COM

SELECT PADDLES - SESSION
The Session SUP from Select Paddles is specially engineered to increase efficiency and reduce fatigue. Light and 
thin, and built in fiberglass, with a V-shaped section that provides excellent stability for a very comfortable paddle 
swipe through the water. Whether for fitness, touring, or surf, the SESSION is an excellent versatile paddle. Available 
as a 1-piece adjustable or three-part model. 

Weight: 0.65 kg/1.4 lb | Material: Fiberglass

SELECT-PADDLES.COM

EGALIS - SWAN SLIM ALU LL
The Swan Slim SUP paddle has a slightly renewed blade shape, making it even more effortless to paddle. It also 
has a new Leverlock system, which gives the feel and performance of a fixed-length paddle with the versatility and 
convenience of an adjustable.

Length: 135-175 cm .165-205 cm | Weight: 870 g | Blade Material: Fibrylon |  
Shaft Lock: Leverlock | Shaft Material: Aluminium

TAHEOUTDOORS.EU

AQUA-BOUND - MALTA FIBERGLASS
The Malta Fiberglass offers performance and designs that will make you stand out on the water. The 561 cm2 blade 
is smooth and efficient and designed to not be overly fatiguing while paddleboarding. The Malta’s blade comes 
in three stunning designs, all crafted of compression molded fiberglass. Regardless of the water conditions you 
encounter, the T-grip and 10-degree bend in the 100% carbon shaft ensure your paddling experience is easy on 
your joints and muscles.

Length: 178-218 cm/70-86’’ | Weight: 0.54 kg/1.15 lbs | Blade size: 561 cm2/87 in2 |  
Blade Material: Compression Molded Fiberglass | Shaft Material: 100% Carbon with 10° bend

AQUABOUND.COM

MID-RANGE  1 PROGRESSIVE TECHNOLOGY AND SHAPE, MID-RANGE 
PADDLES SUIT THE ADVANCED OR PROGRESSING PADDLER. 

https://jp-australia.com/
https://select-paddles.com/
https://taheoutdoors.eu/
https://aquabound.com/
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ZIJIE SPORTS - ZJ LIGHTWEIGHT 3-PIECE CARBON SUP 
PADDLE WITH CUSTOMIZED GRAPHICS
Three-piece paddle with amazing graphic design print options! Carbon blade with PMI foam inside, shaped by CNC 
machine. Available with a lightweight oval or tapered shaft for high performance. Adjustable three-piece shaft with 
double bolt clamp lever, length range: 172-220 cm, Ergo Palm T-grip, easy for transport and travel. 1-Year Warranty.

Weight: 0.7 kg/1.5 lb | Blade Size:  19.5 X 45 cm | Length: 172-220 cm | Material: Carbon

ZIJIE-SPORT.COM

EGALIS - SWAN
The Swan SUP paddle is ideal for touring at sea, in calm waters, or even surf sessions. The Swan is a comfortable 
and easy to use. It is unsinkable and available in many different versions.

Length: 170-200 cm (10 cm increments) | Weight: 820 g |  
Blade Material: Fibrylon | Shaft Material: Aluminium

TAHEOUTDOORS.EU

KUDO OUTOORS - SUP PADDLE
The KUDO SUP Paddle offers the same great shape in a variety of materials, giving you options for your perfect 
paddle. Choose between a blade in plastic, fiberglass, and carbon fiber, and a shaft in aluminum, fiberglass, or carbon 
fiber. Our OEM/ODM service covers the complete spectrum of the product life cycle, from concept to manufacturing 
and after-market services.

Blade Size: 48 x 18.5 cm | Blade Material: Fiberglass | Shaft Material: Fiberglass

KUDOOUTDOORS.COM

JP-AUSTRALIA SUP - CARBON GLASS PADDLE
The Carbon blade in combination with a Pre-preg fiberglass shaft provides performance at a great price. The stringer 
inside the “Y” blade creates stiffness. The 83 in2 blade released on the mid-season last year is again incorporated 
in 2020, alongside with the classic 90 in2. The matte finish on the shaft provides good grip. Comes with a 100% 
carbon slotted extension and handle.

Models available:  2-piece . 3 piece | Blade sizes: 83 in². 90 in² | Material: Carbon . Fiberglass

JP-AUSTRALIA.COM

LAHNAKOSKI - SUP
Combining a respect for exacting traditional Finnish craftsmanship with carefully selected materials, modern 
technology, and cutting-edge innovation produces the definitive paddle: handy, flexible, and pleasant for both 
beginners and old hands. The SUP paddle does not sink. Due to its light color and graceful shape, it is easy to see 
even if you are in the water rather than on it. A beautiful light and warm SUP paddle made of aspen and alder. Shaped 
handle, blade tip reinforced with a wedge. Finished with a special varnish.

Sizes: 170 cm .190 cm . 200 cm . 210 cm . 220 cm | Material: Wood 

LAHNAKOSKI.FI

https://www.zijie-sport.com/
https://taheoutdoors.eu/
https://www.kudooutdoors.com/
https://jp-australia.com/
http://www.lahnakoski.fi/


164 - paddles - PADDLER’S GUIDE 2020

WHITEWATER

PRIJON - KAPPA
The Kappa is a whitewater paddle with an increased blade to shaft offset. This blade forward design gives you a more 
powerful catch and enables an even higher angle through the power phase. In turbulent conditions, its greater dihedral 
stabilizes the paddle during powerful forward strokes. Stiff blades with foam core provide ultimate performance and 
the best possible power transmission. We’ve optimized materials and manufacturing techniques to obtain a lower 
blade weight while they remain strong and provide a comfortable flex. Available in fiberglass (2 colors) and carbon, 
with carbon bent and fiberglass straight shafts.

Weight: 1.14 kg/2.5 lb | Blade Size: 714 cm² | Material: Carbon

PRIJON.COM

KOBER PADDEL - REBELL
The Rebell EFC. Our top-end whitewater paddle has powerful, hydrodynamic-shaped blades that are set forward from 
the paddle shaft. The shape and position of the blade enable an efficient catch right from the moment the paddle 
enters the water. A stable blade shape combined with a high buoyancy foam core allow for very efficient, flutter-free 
paddle strokes. This paddle is ideal for boater cross racing and powerful aerated whitewater.

Weight: 0.9 kg/2 lb | Blade Size: 48.5 x 20.5 cm | Material: Carbon

KOBER-PADDEL.DE

SELECT PADDLES - WILD CARBON
Inspired by the W1, the new WILD carbon paddle from Select has every advantage expected from the most demanding 
whitewater riders. It is lightweight for a high-velocity ratio and features a thin edge for perfect water catch, the 
combination enabling a capacity for endurance that will have you surprise yourself. Three blade sizes, 625 / 675 / 
715 cm2, available as a single piece or two-part, in bent or straight shaft.

Weight: 0.9 kg/2 lb | Material: Carbon

SELECT-PADDLES.COM

AKSU PADDLES - A2
Pierpaolo Ferrazzi (1992 Olympic champion in Barcelona) took part in designing and testing the A2. It’s a professional 
paddle for canoe slalom. It provides a very solid and stable pull through the water. Due to its perfect shape and thin 
edges, the paddle also excels on reverse and draw strokes. The paddle is very durable, and will meet the demands 
even of the most intense competitions or training sessions. The lower edge of the blade is reinforced with a titanium 
strip that keeps the blade intact when pushing against the walls in slalom courses.

Weight: 0.33 kg/0.72 lb | Material: Carbon | Size: 21.5 x 49 cm | Blade Material: Carbon |  
Shaft Material: Carbon or Carbon/Kevlar | Ferrule:  Aluminum . Plastic

AKSUPADDLES.COM

ROBSON - FLUID CARBON
The Fluid has big, downturned blades for more positive power, which provide less chance of catching on your boat in 
crucial moments. A slight dihedral profile lends control. The Carbon construction makes the Fluid paddle incredibly 
stiff and reliable, yet light and easy to paddle.

Length: 190-200 cm (5 cm increments) | Weight: 1050 g |  
Blade Material: Carbon | Shaft Material: Carbon

TAHEOUTDOORS.EU

HIGH END  1 LIGHTWEIGHT CONSTRUCTION AND ADVANCED TECHNOLOGY 
CREATE A HIGH PERFORMANCE PADDLE.

https://www.prijon.com/
https://www.kober-paddel.de/en/
https://select-paddles.com/
https://www.aksupaddles.com/
https://taheoutdoors.eu/
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SELECT PADDLES - PLAYER
The PLAYER is a high-resistance canoe-polo paddle, ideal for attackers. The shape of the blade provides a very good 
grip for faster moves into the action. Two blade sizes available.

Weight: 1 kg/2.2 lb | Material: Carbon

SELECT-PADDLES.COM

SELECT PADDLES - W1
Select’s flagship whitewater paddle.  The W1 is a highly versatile paddle designed for adventure. Extremely resilient, 
this multi-purpose paddle can go anywhere. The W1 standard has carbon kevlar blades and an ergonomic carbon 
shaft. Available in two blade sizes, with a straight or bent shaft as an adjustable or single piece.

Weight: 1 kg/2.2 lb | Material: Carbon

SELECT-PADDLES.COM

SELECT PADDLES - TRACK SW
Specifically designed for whitewater slalom, the TRACK SW is a smooth and soft paddle. Its light and steady blade 
allows for very precise positioning and an excellent grip for a marked acceleration. Available in three blade sizes, 
and in an adjustable or single piece shaft.

Weight: 1 kg/2.2 lb | Material: Carbon

SELECT-PADDLES.COM

WERNER PADDLES - SHO-GUN
The Sho-Gun uses our most advanced technology in this river running paddle. Decades of experience led us to the 
chosen paddle for many at the top of their game. As powerful as its name suggests, the rivers where paddlers take 
the Sho-Gun often need some aggression to navigate each horizon line.

Length: 48 cm/18.9’’ | Width: 20 cm/7.9’’ | Weight: 1021 g/36 oz | Material: Carbon Fiber

WERNERPADDLES.COM

LETTMANN - ERGONOM PRO WW EXTREM
Our Ergonom Pro WW Extrem is the stiffest whitewater paddle there is. Its stiffness, combined with a great pressure 
build-up and awesome handling, makes it a great tool, especially for demanding whitewater. The ovalized, ergonomic 
shaft promises supreme handling, the profiled paddle blades provide you with an extraordinary propulsion. Not only 
is the Ergonom Pro WW Extrem super effective, but it also offers great maneuvering; even with the slightest stroke 
you are in control of every movement.

Blade size: S . L | Weight: 0.99 kg/2.1 lbs | Material: 70% Carbon . Aramid  Fibreglass

LETTMANN.DE

https://select-paddles.com/
https://select-paddles.com/
https://select-paddles.com/
https://wernerpaddles.com/
http://lettmann.de/
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MID-RANGE  1

WHITEWATER

KOBER PADDEL - LEMON
This agile whitewater paddle features a foam core and mid-sized paddle blades that allow for a comfortable paddling 
experience. The fiberglass construction of both blade and shaft gives a flexible feel and low weight. The blade also 
features a stabilizing rib and reinforced tip.

Weight: 0.9 kg/2 lb | Blade Size: 46 x 19.3 cm | Material: Fiberglass

KOBER-PADDEL.DE

AQUA-BOUND - SHRED APART
Designed by Alpacka Raft, the Aqua-Bound Shred Apart is a convertible kayak/canoe paddle. It is made with stiff, 
lightweight carbon-reinforced abX blades and a strong, ovalized carbon shaft. The Shred Apart uses the same 
components as Aqua-Bound’s Shred Carbon paddle, but includes a pair of T-handle extensions that convert the kayak 
paddle into a pair of canoe paddles. The Shred Apart allows the packraft to be paddled either in kayak configuration 
by one person or in canoe configuration by two people.

Length: 210-240 cm | Weight: 1.47 kg/3.25 lbs | Blade Size: 756 cm2/117 in2 |  
Blade Material: AbX Carbon Reinforced Nylon | Shaft Material: T-700 Carbon

AQUABOUND.COM

WERNER PADDLES - PACK-TOUR M
The Pack-Tour M is born of the versatile needs of pack raft paddlers and is designed for those looking to paddle open 
water and tighter moving water streams and rivers. Our 4-piece system easily breaks down to stow away when your 
pack raft is deflated and your journey finds you back on your feet.

Length: 46 cm/18’’ | Width: 18.5 cm/7.3’’ | Weight: 910 g/32 oz | Material: Fiberglass

WERNERPADDLES.COM

LAMINEX - AKER
The Aker features fiberglass blades with edges reinforced with Dynel. The blades are offset and shaped for a powerful 
forward stroke. Suitable for intermediate to advanced paddlers. Shafts: fiberglass, sanded fiberglass, or carbon. 
Available lengths 180 - 215 cm. Standard 45 degrees right, custom setting available.

Weight: 1050 g | Blade Size: 705 cm2 | Material: Fiberglass

TNP.CZ

PROGRESSIVE TECHNOLOGY AND SHAPE, MID-RANGE 
PADDLES SUIT THE ADVANCED OR PROGRESSING PADDLER. 

https://www.kober-paddel.de/en/
https://aquabound.com/
https://wernerpaddles.com/
https://tnp.cz/
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LAMINEX - RAPA CARBON
A new release of this tried and tested whitewater paddle has blades made of a new material: long carbonfiber filled 
polyamide. Thanks to the new material, Rapa Carbon blades become much firmer (and slightly lighter) compared to 
the original version. The Rapa Carbon is delivered with duralumin or composite,  30 mm diameter shafts and black 
blades. It is supplied as one-piece or two-piece with standard, YP or Z coupling.

Weight: 900 g | Blade Size : 713 cm² | Material: Carbon

TNP.CZ

WERNER PADDLES - SURGE
For those paddlers seeking the utmost power and dependable catch in a high impact resistant fiberglass layup. 
Tested by some of the best expedition kayakers in the world on some of the most demanding rivers. The Surge 
delivers confidence with every stroke.

Length: 48.25 cm/19’’ | Width: 20 cm/7.9’’ | Weight: 999 g/35.25 oz | Material: Fiberglass

WERNERPADDLES.COM

WERNER PADDLES - STRIKE
Aptly named, the Strike is your tool for success in downriver situations that require power in a mid-size blade. Great 
for smaller paddlers and women looking to take advantage of all the benefits of a blade forward design.

Length: 46.5 cm/18.3’’ | Width: 19.5 cm/7.7’’ | Weight: 985 g/34.75 oz | Material: Fiberglass

WERNERPADDLES.COM

ENJOY THE RIDE

www.select-paddles.com
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Contact  >  Tél. (33) 02 41 19 10 24   /   e-mail : info@select-paddles.com

PROUDLY DESIGNED & MANUFACTURED BY SELECT

https://tnp.cz/
https://wernerpaddles.com/
https://wernerpaddles.com/
https://select-paddles.com/
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WHITEWATER

OTTAWA PADDLES - WHITEWATER BOW SHAFT
When you are not forcing your hands to hold a paddle, your natural wrist positioning while sitting in a kayak follows an 
imaginary ark or bow. A straight paddle does not accommodate this natural tendency. The Ottawa Paddles Whitewater 
Bow Shaft bent shaft facilitates an ergonomic and comfortable wrist position, leading to less fatigue and longer 
ventures on the water. The trident grip allows for one paddle to comfortably fit all hand spacings, no matter your arm 
length or height. You can have a short paddle if you are tall, and a long paddle if you are short, or anything in between.

Material: Plastic

OTTAWAPADDLES.COM

PALM EQUIPMENT - COLT KIDS’ PADDLE
Designed for younger or smaller paddlers, this lightweight paddle has asymmetric blades and a shorter aluminum 
shaft suited to smaller hands.

Length: 175 cm . 185 cm . 195 cm | Shaft Diameter: 28 mm | Feather: 60° Right-hand |  
Blade Area: 600 cm² | Blade Material: Polypropylene Glass . Plastic | 
Shaft Material: Aluminum | Colors: Aqua . Red

PALMEQUIPMENTEUROPE.COM

SELECT PADDLES - RIVER 
The RIVER is an ideal versatile paddle. Pleasant to use in any style of whitewater paddling, from freestyle to 
downriver, The RIVER will go with you on all your sessions. Aimed at the progressing paddler. Available in bent 
and straight shaft.

Length: 180-210 cm | Blade Size: 675 cm2 | Weight: 1.05 kg/2.3 lb |  
Level: Entry Level | Material: Fiberglass 

SELECT-PADDLES.COM

PALM EQUIPMENT - MAVERICK G1 4
Ideal as a spare, this four-piece Maverick has a glass fiber reinforced polypropylene blade, strong fiberglass shaft 
and a coupling in the center and at either blade so it can be broken down to stow away, or adjusted to be left or 
right handed.

Blade Size: 680 cm2 | Weight: 1.2 kg/2.6 lbs | Level: Mid-Range | Shaft Diameter: 31.5 mm | 
Length: 197 cm | Blade Material: Fiberglass . Polypropylene | Shaft Material: Fiberglass 

PALMEQUIPMENTEUROPE.COM

KOBER - SOUL
Our ‘Soul’ is a multiple purpose whitewater paddle with a mid-size, fiberglass reinforced blade, produced in ATT 
technology. With a flexible shaft and a well-balanced shape, you can generate power effortlessly. Suitable for 
beginners and advanced paddlers. The tracking-fin assists in a flutter-free stroke.

Weight: 1.1 kg/ 2.4 lbs

KOBER-MOLL.DE

ENTRY LEVEL  1 MADE IN A VARIETY OF SHAPES, ANGLES,AND SIZES, 
WITH PRICING ACCESSIBLE TO ALL PADDLERS.

http://ottawapaddles.com/
https://palmequipmenteurope.com/
https://select-paddles.com/
https://palmequipmenteurope.com/
http://https://kober-moll.de/
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HAND PADDLE

ARMFINS - ARMPADDLES
ArmFins Armpaddles (TM & US Patent #10,308,377). Innovative Armpaddles for kayaking, fishing, or exploring. 
Armpaddles eliminate the typical plastic or aluminum shaft of a traditional kayak paddle in favor of an ergonomic 
hand grip and dual-function design. Armpaddles easily convert from long to compact armpaddles for greater control 
and stability. When connected, Armpaddles can be used as a traditional kayak paddle. When used separately, it gives 
the user the ability to row with two buoyant blades in the water. Experience what it’s like to paddle with relaxed 
hands, a stable kayak, and greater control.

ARMFINS.COM

ARMFINS - SURFINS KAYAK HAND PADDLES
This is the Surfins that Eric Shores used to explore California sea caves. Very few left. Mold damaged, so there will 
be no more. Color varies. Colors could be yellow, light blue, or the only hot pink in the world. Some slight blems but 
useable. Straps included. Surfins shortcomings corrected in Arm-Fins. Buy Arm-Fins as they are so much better.

ARMFINS.COM

https://armfins.com/
https://armfins.com/
https://armfins.com/
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https://taheoutdoors.eu/


www.taheoutdoors.com

ADVENTURE IS INCLUDED

https://taheoutdoors.eu/

